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A CASE OF AMPUTATION OF THE FEMUR FOR 
MORTIFICATION OF THE LEG, WITH TWO CASES 
CATALYTIC DISEASE, TREATED WITH THE SUL- 
PHITES OF SODA AND LIME. 


By A. FISHER, M.D., of Chicago. 


Read before the Chicago Medical Society, March 27, 1863. 


Mrs. McIntosh, « native of Netherlands, aged 33, of a san- 
guine and nervous temperament, strong and robust constitution, 
says: that she has always enjoyed good health until last Jan- 
uary, when she had scarlet fever, and before fully recovering 
from it, she began to have severe pain in the left limb with a 
high fever, which continued to grow worse until the limb was 
mortified. 

I first saw her Saturday, January 31st. I found the left 
limb destroyed by sphacelus to within about four inches of the 
knee-joint, with a well-marked line separating the dead portion 
from the living. The thigh was much enlarged and tender 
along the track of the femoral vessels; tongue red, smooth, and 
dry; pulse 120 and weak; bowels loose; no appetite, and takes _ 
very little nourishment. She says that no physician has seen 
her for the past six days, and that during that time she took 
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no medicine, although a woman had been applying plasters to 
the limb, without any benefit. 

Being unable to obtain sufficient information to give the pre- 
vious symptoms and treatment of the case in detail, I shall say 
nothing about it, for fear that I might state it incorrectly. She 
says, however, that mustard was at first applied to the limb, 
then tine. of iodine, and, afterwards, a poultice made of yeast 
and shorts. Prescribed quinine and camphor aa grs. jj. with 
opium gr. a-quarter every four hours; promised to amputate 
the limb on Monday, if she was in a proper condition. 

Monday, February 2d.—Found her about the same. The 
wound smells very bad; says that she wants the limb amputated. 
About 11 o’clock, A.M., Dr. WickERSHAM administered chloro- 
form to the patient, before removing her from the bed. We 
then placed her upon the table and applied a tourniquet. The 
artery, as it passes under Poupart’s ligament on the effected side, 
could with difficulty be felt, whilst it was quite strong on the 
other side. The limb was severed by the flap-operation, above 
and as near the knee as possible, and have integuments enough 
to form a flap; in presence of Drs. Marauerat, Heypock, and 
SMITH, who assisted me. Dr. WickeRSHAM attending the pa- 
tient, keeping her in a proper condition. There was very little 
hemorrhage, three or four small arteries only were taken up 
and tied; not a drop of blood was found in the femoral artery, 
and it was so contracted and filled with pus that we did not 
ligate it. The femoral vein had the appearance of being injected 
with red wax. ‘The flaps were then brought together and con- 
fined with sutures; adhesive-plasters and the usual dressings 
were then applied, and the patient returned to her bed without 
being conscious of the operation. Half gr. moryhia was given 
in some brandy as soon as she aroused sufficiently to take it. 
9, P.M.—Pulse 110, full and strong; complains of some pain 
in the stump; J}. morphia gr. }, every four or six hours, if neces- 
sary, to allay pain. 

8d.—Pulse 120, strong and hard; tongue dry, smooth, and 
red; stump badly swollen, measures twenty-three inches in cir- 
-cumference, and tender over the vessels; temperature normal; 
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takes very little nourishment. . chlorate potass gr. x. in 
solution every six hours, morphia gr. } every six hours. 

4th.—Pulse 118, rather hard and thready; tongue still dry, 
red, and smooth; stump rather more swollen and tender; in- 
clined to be stupid; bowels moved two or three times. J. sul- 
phite soda in solution 5j. every six hours, turpentine emulsion 
with tine. opii. every six hours. 

5th.—Pulse 116, softer and fuller; feels and look more 
cheerful; tongue about the same; stump not quite as hard; 
bowels moved three times. Diet.—Milk and beef-tea, and 
crust water for drinks. Continue same medicines. 

6th.—About the same in all respects; dressed the stump, it 
looks well and begins to suppurate, it is not quite as hard or as 
much swollen. Continue same medicines, with wine if she 
wants it. 

Tth.—Rather more comfortable; continue same course. 

9th.—Pulse 100, full and regular; tongue more moist, and 
not as red; bowels rather loose; dressed the stump, it suppur- 
ates profusely; pus rather thin, but color good; edges of the 
wound look healthy and begin to unite; swelling of the stump 
subsiding. Continue the sulphite soda and emulsion, with 
Maderia wine. 

12th.—Is improving gradually ; pulse 96, full and soft; tongue 
moist and clean; stump looks well and is healing by granulation, 
suppurates profusely; pus laudable; has some appetite, takes 
oysters and more nourishment. Continue sulphite soda, and 
give tinc. muriate of iron and strychnine, instead of the tur- 
pentine emulsion. 

14th.—Has fever nights; pulse 100; tongue not quite as 
moist, otherwise, about the same. Continue the tinc. muriate 
of iron and sulphate quinine gr. iiij. every six hours, and omit 
the sulphite soda. 

17th.—Fever at nights has subsided; pulse 96; tongue 
rather dry, complains of thirst; has not much relish for food. 
R. sulphite soda 3j. every six hours, omit the quinine and con- 
tinue tine. muriate of iron. 


19th.—Pulse 94, soft, full, and regular; thirst abated,— 
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tongue not as dry; wound secretes laudable pus and looks well, 
—it is now more than half united, ligatures have all been re- 
moved; she takes broth and beef-steak with a relish; bowels 
quite loose, though the discharges are consistent. Continue 
same treatment. 

22d.—Pulse 85; tongue moist and clean; the wound healing 
by granulation, and looks healthy. Continue same medicines. 

March Ist.—Feels well; pulse 85; appetite good; bowels 
regular; wound nearly healed; some induration in the traek of 
the large vessels, though not tender on pressure. Follow 
same course. 

Tth.—Pulse 80; tongue clean; appetite good; bowels move 
once daily; swelling of the stump subsiding,—wound nearly 
healed; and she is gaining strength rapidly. . no medicine. 

14th.—Has been improving steadily; appetite good; wound 
nearly healed. Gave no medicine. 

24th.—Found her sitting up in bed quite well, though weak; 
wouud entirely healed, with as good a stump for an artificial 
limb as I ever saw. 

I will defer making any comments on the case until I have 
given the notes of two other cases, which, I believe originated 
from the one just related, as they are man and wife, and were 
both sick at the same time. 1 will merely copy my notes as 
taken at the time of my visits. 

I was called, Feb. 26th, to see Mr. Rademaker, a healthy 
robust man, about 40 years old, who had received an injury of 
the ankle and a slight cut on the patella. I advised cloths 
wet in a solution of salt and vinegar to be applied to the ankle, 
and drew a strip of adhesive-plaster over the wound, with cloths 
wet in cold water over the knee. 

Mrs. R., his wife, (a relative of Mrs. McIntosh, who had been 
nursing and taking care of her for three weeks, or more, after 
the amputation,) complained of pains in the joints, loss of ap- 
petite, &c., but did not wish me to prescribe for her. 

March 1st.—Saw them again: Mr. R. complained of soreness 
about the wound on the patella; it looked red, and was quite 
tender for two or three inches around the wound. J. cranberry 
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poultice over the inflamed part. Mrs. R. was no better. Her 
bowels being constipated, I prescribed a mild cathartic. 

4th.—Mr. R. has erysipelatous inflammation on the external 
and anterior portion of the limb, extending from the knee near- 
ly to the hip, which is very painful and tender on pressure. 
Continue same poultice. Mrs. R. not as well, complains of 
pain in all the joints, has fever and chills, no appetite, pulse 
110, tongue coated, bowels loose. J. tincture of cimicifuga, 5ss. 
every four hours, with morphia gr. 4, every four or six hours if 
she has severe pain. 

7th.—Mr. R. complains of severe pain of the limb above the 
knee, which is much swollen, and tender on pressure, with 
evident signs of suppuration. Ordered slippery elm poultice. 
Mrs. R. is very much worse, her countenance is sunken, and 
she looks cadaverous; pulse 120, small and quick; tongue dry 
and coated; severe pain in all the joints; and she is unable to move 
even the fingers; with a blush of red spots over the joints of 
the fingers, toes, ankles, and other parts of the body; bowels 
loose, moving twelve or fifteen times in the twenty-four hours; 
has no appetite and takes no nourishment. Ordered sulphite of 
lime, 5j. every four hours, with a pill of plumbi acetas gr. ij. and 
opii. puly. gr. ss. as often as necessary to control the bowels. 

March 8th.—Mr. R.’s limb is very much swollen, with evi- 
dent fluctuation; made an opening in the popliteal region, and 
let out, at least, a pint of pus, which relieved him very much. 
He never had any severe constitutional symptoms more than 
would be expected from the local disease, therefore, I gave 
him no medicine. Mrs. R. appears rather better; pulse 110; 
not quite as much pain; bowels move six or eight times in the 
twenty-four hours. Continue same course. 

9th.—Mr. R. is very much better,—has no pain; swelling 
nearly gone, though the redness on the surface continues on the 
upper part of the thigh. Mrs. R. is improving; pulse 100, 
more soft and full; tongue not as dry; bowels moved three or 
four times daily; pain less severe; can move the fingers better; 
takes some nourishment for the first time for several days. 
Continue the sulphite lime, and pills if necessary. 

















































134 The Chicago Medical Examiner. [Mar. 


12th.—Mr. R. is gaining fast,—sits up and eats as usual, 
though the abscess discharges slightly. Mrs. R. is improving 
rapidly also; pulse 85, soft and full; tongue looks better; pain 
and redness of the joints subsiding. Continue the sulphite lime 
and omit the pill. 

16th.—Mr. R. not as well; pulse 100, small and quick; 
tongue coated; inflammation and swelling about the hip, which 
is quite tender on pressure, with signs of suppuration. R.— 
sulphite lime, 5j. every four hours, and apply slippery elm 
poultice. Mrs. R. still improving; pulse 75; tongue moist 
and cleaning; appetite better; pain and stiffness in the joints 
relieved, with the exception of the left wrist; bowels regular, 
without any opiate. Continue sulphite lime the same. 

18th.—Mr. R. is much better; pulse 90, and more full; 
tongue more moist; swelling and redness about the hip less. 
He says: that he began to improve in less than twenty-four 
hours after taking the sulphite of lime. Mrs. R. is still 
doing well, though she has some pain in the left wrist. | Con- 
tinue the sulphite of lime. 

21st.—Mr. R. continues to improve; pulse 80; tongue moist; 
appetite returned; very little redness or swelling of the hip. 
Continue the same. Mrs. R. is very much better; pulse 65, 
full and soft; tongue not much coated and moist; some appe- 
tite. Continue sulphite lime every six hours, instead of every 
four hours, and give tinc. muriate of iron every six hours. 

24th.—Found them both sitting up, and so well that I dis- 
continued my visits; but advised them to continue taking the 
medicines a few days longer. 

Remarks.—The sulphites of lime and soda having never been 
used internally as remedial agents to any extent, and in 
catalytic diseases never before to my knowledge, I deem it pru- 
dent to state how I came to prescribe them:—My attention was 
directed to their use in these cases by reading the review of an 
article en “Diseases depending upon morbific fermentation and 
their treatment,” by Dr. G. Pout, of Milan; published in part 
46 of Braithwait’s Retrospect, and taken from the Dublin 
‘Quarterly Journal, May, 1862, page 367. 
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From the well-known power of sulphurous acid in preventing 
fermentation and decomposition of organic substances, Dr. 
PoLLI made numerous experiments on living dogs, with a view 
of ascertaining whether the sulphurous acid in combination with 
the alkalies or alkaline earths, might not be introduced into the 
system of the living animal, without being changed into sulphuric 
acid or the sulphates, and if so, whether they would not act 
beneficially in preventing or curing catalytic diseases, or those 
diseases supposed to be caused by morbific ferments or blood- 
poisoning. His experiments were numerous,—sixty-eight in 
number,—carefully conducted, and appear to me to be con- 
clusive in establishing the following results :— 

With a view of determining the quantity of the sulphites of 
soda, potassa, magnesia, or lime that could be safely administered 
to a dog, he gave to one, weighing eight kilogrammes, ten 
grammes of these salts daily for fifteen successive days, and, 
afterwards, gave to a dog of about the same weight fifteen 
grammes at adose. During the experiment, he killed several 
of these dogs, and, upon examination, found the stomach and 
intestines in a perfectly normal condition. Having proved that 
the sulphites could be given in large quantities with impunity, 
he then experiments to ascertain whether they were conveyed 
through the system in the form of sulphites, or whether they 
become oxydized and formed sulphates. He gave the sulphite 
of soda to one dog, the sulphite of magnesia to another, and to 
the third he gave the same food but no sulphites. The dogs 
were put to death at the same time. In the first two, the sul- 
phites were detected in the urine, blood, and every part of the 
system; in the third, no traces of sulphurous acid could be found, 
showing that large quantities of the sulphites can be adminis- 
tered without producing any deleterious effects, and that they 
remain in the system for some time without being changed to 
sulphates. 

After injecting pus and putrid substances into the femoral 
veins of dogs, he says:—Experiments carefully practiced on , 
animals have given the following results :— 

Ist. “That the injection of a certain quantity of pus into 
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the circulation, produces pyema, and such diseases as are char- 
acterized by multiple abscesses. 

2nd. “That the injection of putrid matter produces septi- 
cemia, or those diseases recognized by the name of putrid, 
infectious, and which are characterized by typhoid gastro- 
enterites. 

3rd. “That the injection of matter obtained from contagious 
diseases, glanders, for instance, will re-produce the same 
affections.” 

After relating numerous experiments of injecting pus and 
putrid substances into the veins of dogs, and giving them the 
sulphites of soda, lime, etc., as antidotes, the Reviewer says: 
‘Several dogs were prepared with different quantities of sul- 
phites, for several days previous to being injected with putrid 
pus; the result was, that those which had received the smaller 
doses of sulphites died, while those which had been liberally 
supplied with them recovered, and the rule seemed to be pretty 
constant, that the more pus was injected, the greater quantity 
of sulphites was required to antagonise it. Several dogs were 
injected with putrid blood; they all, with one exception, died. 
Other dogs, prepared with the sulphites and then injected with 
the same blood, all recovered, as well as some dogs who were 
injected with putrid blood, diluted with twice its bulk of solu- 
tion of bi-sulphite of soda. A number of dogs were similarly 
treated with the discharge collected from a glandered horse, and 
the result was the same.” 

The Reviewer further says: “In conclusion we would say, 
that if the author has not deceived himself in his experiments, 
nor overrated the value of these substances, but has really dis- 
covered in the sulphites a remedy for catalytic diseases, and a 
prophylactic against them, he has conferred a boon as great, or 
perhaps even greater, than did JENNER, by his great discovery 
of vaccination.” 

After ‘carefully reading the article above alluded to, [ con- 
cluded’ that if Dr. Por (known to be a scientific physician,) was 
not mistaken in his conclusions, from his experiments, the sul- 
phites might be given, without any risk of doing harm, with the 
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well grounded hope that they would be invaluable, in the large 
class of diseases called catalytic; if they operated the same on 
the human system as on the dogs upon which he experimented. 

That the cases which I have just related belong to the class 
of diseases which Dr. Pout calls catalytic, there can be no 
doubt. In fact, the morbid specimen of a portion of the pop- 
liteal artery and vein, which I here exhibit, shows, that there 
must have been inflammation of both of those vessels. For the 
artery is contracted, filled with pus and shreds of fibrine, 
adherent to its internal coat, which is uneven and rough. The 
vein, as you will see, is completely filled with a hard, redish 
substance, the product of inflammation of that vessel. 

Arterites is a rare disease, and when complicated with phle- 
bitis, must be rare indeed. ‘The inflammation of the blood- 
vessels, in the case of Mrs. M., was undoubtedly the sequel of 
blood-poison of scarlet fever. I have long been of the opinion 
that phlebitis occurs as a sequence of that disease, more fre- 
quently than is generally supposed. In fact, we know, that 
ulcerations and abscesses, with a low grade of fever, which are 
kin to phlebitis, often follow scarlatina, and are caused by the 
same morbific blood-poison that generates phlebitis, consequently 
we may expect it to occur, in cases where the poison is suff- 
ciently concentrated. 

I am generally far from being the first to prescribe new reme- 
dies, having so frequently seen them overrated at first, I usually 
defer prescribing them until they have been fairly tested by 
those who can experiment on a large scale, and ascertain 
their true value; but soon after the amputation, Dr. BartLet 
showed me the review of the article by Dr. PoLL, and after 
perusing it with great care, I thought, in the case of Mrs. 
McIntosh, we had one in point, and having but little confidence 
in the usual remedies in her case, I concluded to try the sul- 
phite of soda, and carefully watch its effect. Though in her 
forlorn condition, I did not deem it prudent to trust to it alone, 
and as other remedies were given at the same time, we cannot , 
say, with certainty, that the sulphite of soda was of any special 
benefit. One thing, however, is certain, that she improved 
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while taking it, and grew worse when it was omitted, as you 
will see by the symptoms and treatment, which were recorded 
with great care at every visit. 

The case of Mrs. Rademan, I at first diagnosed rheumatism, 
or a disease of that character, and prescribed accordingly, but 
in a day or two, as the disease became more fully developed, I 
became satisfied that it was of the catalytic order of diseases, 
and that it was propagated from Mrs. McIntosh, when Mrs. R. 
was nursing her. If you recollect, Mrs. R. grew worse fast, 
while taking the tincture of cimicifuga, and I considered her 
in a very dangerous condition when we commenced with the 
sulphite of lime, March the 7th. From that time we continued 
the sulphite of lime, in drachm doses every four hours, until 
the 21st, when she became convalescent. Between the 7th and 
21st of March she took 103 ounces of it, and nothing else in 
the form of medicines, with the exception of the pill of sugar 
of lead and opii. to restrain the discharges from the bowels. 
Now in this case we know, that if Mrs. R. was cured by any 
medicine, it must have been the sulphite of lime, for she took 
no other medicine, with the exception of the plumbi acetas and 
opii. pill, and that was discontinued when the diarrhoea was 
controlled, and she continued to improve the same, or even 
more rapidly, after the pill was omitted; to be sure, after the 
21st, she took, with the sulphite lime, tinc. ferri. murias and 
strychnine, each every six hours as a tonic; but if you remem- 
ber, she was entirely relieved before taking the iron and 
strychnine,—nothing but debility remaining. 

In regard to the case of Mr. Rademan, I feel confident that 
his wound was innoculated in some way from his wife, Mrs. R., 
perhaps, before I saw him. At first, it was a local phlegmonous 
erysipelas, and after the abscess was opened he appeared well, 
and I prescribed no remedies. But in a few days the parts 
about the hip became inflamed, and a new abscess appeared 
to be forming, with severe constitutional symptoms. I then 
gave him sulphite of lime in drachm doses every four hours, 
with no other medicine; and in less than forty-eight hours he 
“was much better, the local inflammation disappearing, as well 
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as the fever and constitutional symptoms. He felt assured that 
the sulphite of lime was what relieved him. 

Since the above article was written, I have prescribed the 
sulphites of soda and lime in four or five well-marked cases of 
catalytic or blood-poison diseases, with the happiest effect. In 
every instance there has been a marked improvement in less 
than forty-eight hours after commencing its use, and in no case 
has it been detrimental, to my knowledge. I have notes of the 
cases, and will at some future time report them. 

With regard to the dose of the sulphites of soda and lime, I 
can only say, that I commenced with 5j. every four or six 
hours; calculating from the quantity which Dr. PoLLt gave the 
dogs, that it would be a medium or rather a small dose for an 
adult, and the effect was so good that I did not think best to 
increase or diminish it; however, in very bad cases, I think an 
ounce or more in the twenty-four hours might be given to ad- 
vantage. I would further say, that the sulphites of soda and 
lime, which I have prescribed, were pure, prepared by Dr. 
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Squisss for internal use, and not the common article kept by 
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. THE SELECTION OF REMEDIES, AND THE ART OF 
d PRESCRIBING THEM. 


By SWAYNE WICKERSHAM, M.D., Chicago, Ill. 
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ve Read to the Chicago Medical Society. 

18 I have selected this subject for my paper, in preference to any 

1, other of the multiplicity at my command, because, I know not 

ts how else I can occupy the little time that is allotted to me for ‘ 
d preparation to such an advantage to the members of the Medi- 

n cal Society, as by the submission of my views regarding the 

, improved methods for the administration of medicines, and the 

ne incalculable benefit that is to accrue to scientific medicine in 


consequence thereof. 
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{tis not so much my desire to direct your attention to the 
selection of remedies therapeutically, as it is with a view to the 
eligibility of administration. Not but what the first consider- 
ation should take precedence of the second, but that the second 
claims equal thought and attention, in order to derive the great- 
est therapeutical benefit from any given medicament. 

This is the age of progress: The coach and four is supplant- 
ed by the rail-car and steamboat, the news-boy by the telegraph, 
and the wooden ship by the iron-clad. The science of medicine 
is not at a standstill, but moves rapidly forward. It not only 
keeps pace with the collateral sciences, but takes the inside 
track, and goes on from time to time with accelerated speed. 
The public may doubt it, but no physician does, when he reflects 
upon the additional means at his command for diagnosing dis- 
ease, and the corresponding simplicity and rationality of our 
therapeutics. Who among us but admits the inestimable value 
of auscultation and percussion; of the chemistry of the secretions 
and excretions; of the more nearly perfected symptomatology 
of morbid action; of the discovery of anesthetics; of the intro- 
duction of numerous medicines that are so much more certain 
in their curative influence, than those in use in former ages; of 
the methodical arrangement and treatment of diseases; and of 
the universal recognition of the vis medicatriz nature ? 

All these, by the best educated members of our profession, 
are recognized and acknowledged evidences of our advance. 
But what does the public say? They may tacitly admit the 
above, but will reproach us by the truthful assertion: that our 
remedies are equally uninviting, in fact, as repulsive, offensive, 
and unpalatable as those in use by the profession at a much 
earlier period. It is true we no longer prescribe distilled vipers, 
scorpions, frogs, lizards, worms, little dogs, mice and their 
teeth; tongues, livers, skulls, tails, claws, feathers, and brains 
of birds; shaving of men’s skulls, after being put to violent 
death. But, do we prescribe remedies in a form any more 
pleasing to the vision, acceptable to the palate, and grateful to 
the stomach, than was done one hundred years ago? I think 
the interrogation will be answered in the negative, especially, 
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when we call to our rememberance our copaiba and turpentine 
emulsions, our quinine, Dover, and aletic powders, our dark 
hued and unsightly pills, our nauseous mixtures, and our bitter 
tinctures. We have gone higher and higher in all else apper- 
taining to our avocation; but where is our improvement in this 
department? and echo answers, where’ Notwithstanding, the 
general prevalence of an apathetic feeling among us, a few 
members of the profession have done much to cancel the defects, 
to bridge the chasm, to respond to the demand of the public, to 
win back the confidence of the people, to popularize legitimate 
medicine, and through this medium to assassinate the great 
popular quackery of the day,—homeeopathy. I must say, 
though entertaining much respect for the profession, that the 
great body of medical men are, in this regard, dumb. They 
prescribe as if they were totally ignorant of the eligible phar- 
maceutical forms in which the medicine they prescribe can be 
and should be administered. The medical profession is one 
great family, and should be one great brotherhood; but, not- 
withstanding, the occasional absence of fraternal regard, we are 
so intimately associated, that we are, to an extent, common 
sufferers in the mishaps of each other,—what affects the interests 
of one is reflected, in a degree, upon the others. That which 
popularizes an individual as a physician, popularizes, to an ex- 
tent, the great body, and vice versa. Hence, in the adoption 
of the improvements by each and all, we have a common inter- 

































est. I cannot urge too strongly upon your attention, the de- 
, mand of the public,—that we abandon our nauseous and offen- 
é sive forms of administration, and give them the preparations of 
1 equal therapeutical value, in a form which is odorless, pleasant 


: to the taste, and agreeable to the stomach. 

r Pharmaceutical eligibility is almost as essential in our pre- 
8 scriptions as it is to properly proportion the dose to correspond 

t with the age, sex, temperament, and idiosyncrasies. I now 
e proceed to bring to your attention some individual medicines in 

0 the pharmaceutical form, most desirable for administration, and ‘ 
k will compare them with the form in which they are ordinarily 
1, ordered, I will commence with quinia sulphas. This is a 
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medicine, I think I may say, in universal use among educated 
physicians. We cannot, at the present stage of medical science, 
abandon its use, and do justice to our patients. As an anti- 
periodic in our autumnal fevers, as a neutralizing agent in the 
malarial cachexias, as a sustaining medicine in typhoidal affec- 
tions, we have not its equal, yet, how bitter to the taste. In 
solution, its extreme bitterness cannot be obviated. We direct 
a patient to take it and not to grumble. In powder, it cannot 
be incorporated with any vehicle that will conceal its objection- 
able feature. In pillular form, as made by the most accomplish- 
ed members of the pharmaceutical profession of this city, it is 
disagreeable to many, refused by some, and unadapted to young 
children; and, yet I appeal to you if it is not the practice of 
ninety per cent of the physicians of this city to prescribe it as 
above-mentfoned. For myself, I can say that I have almost 
abandoned the above forms, as prepared by our city pharmaceu- 
tists for the administration of this favorite medicine. I now 
almost universally direct it in the pillular form, as prepared by 
TILDEN & Co., New York. Their pills or granules are snowy- 
white, highly polished, small in size, and I firmly believe con- 
tain what they are represented to. 

We cannot obtain a pill, manufactured in this city, that equals 
them. Our apothecaries are equally intelligent and accomplish- 
ed as those of other cities, but they are destitute of the requisite 
machinery for their manufacture. I would draw no invidious 
comparison. between the preparation described and the French 
one, which is similar to TILDEN’s, and is an elegant preparation. 
In this form, I have not the slightest trouble in getting patients 
to obey my instructions, when I desire to administer to them 
this medicine. It possesses all the elements to commend it to 
the eye, to the palate, and to the stomach. It is adapted, in 
the grain pill, to the infant, to the child, and to the adult. I 
now and then meet with a case where they tell me they cannot 
swallow a pill, I deny it, and tell them they can. I direct the 
medicine as stated, they take them and are pleased, and posi- 
tively happy that they have but an odorless and tasteless medi- 
cine to swallow. Their acquired repugnance to unsightly pills 











WickERSHAM—On Selection of Remedies. 143 




































1863.] 


yields to these. I have known children to desire the dose re- 
peated, and to swallow them with avidity. 

When I used the medicine as ordinarily ordered, I was much 
perplexed and annoyed by patients violating instructions and 
uttering manifold complaints, because the medicine was intensely 
bitter. A very desirable form, when given in powder as well 
as other unpalatable medicines, is to protect the taste by en- | 
closing the substance in a wafer, but this method is not of | 
general adaptation. 

Allow me now to proceed to opium and its preparations. 
What I have said about the general use of quina sulphas, ap- 
plies to this substance. We cannot do without it. Pain must 
be assuaged, inflammation cured, and sleep promoted; and you 
will search in vain for its equal to meet these indications. 
Now, will you continue to administer it in the powder, in the 
solution, in the pill, as prepared in our stores, or will you 
adopt the eligible form, the snowy-white and polished pill and 
granule of T1npen & Co., or some other manufacturer who 
presents the same in the same form? Will you continue to dis- 
gust your patient with the medicine, and offend his stomach? 
He may thank you for relief, but he dislikes your medicine, 
and would not take it for the pleasurable sensation it gives him. 
Would it not be preferable, when we must give this medicine, 
to administer it in these little odorless and tasteless pills and 
granules, which are so acceptable to the sick, and to which 
objection will seldom be made. A few years’ experience teaches 
me to speak with emphasis in the affirmative. The same eligi- 
ble pharmaceutical form I adopt for the administration of all 
the more prominent medicines in use by us. A vast variety of 
these preparations are manufactured by TiLpEN & Co., and are 
for sale at some of the stores of this city. I would mention the 
ferruginous preparations.—The plumbi acetas and opium, ipecac 
and opium, of each one grain, making a two-grain pill; the 
comp. cathar. pill of the U. S. Phar.; and, in fact, the medicine 
alone and in combination in the doses most in use among physi-— 
cians; and by ordering a certain size, the dose can, in almost 
all instances, accommodate itself to the views of the practitioner. 








144 The Chicago Medical Examiner. [ Mar. 


These medicines are brought to this city in small bottles, con- 
taining one and five hundred pills or granules, and are dis- 
pensed as directed by physicians. Ido not understand why 
physicians do not more frequently direct these medicines in the 
forms to which I have alluded. 

The desirability must be admitted by all. ‘To illustrate how 
seldom they are ordered, I would state that at an apothecary 
store in the south division of this city there were received 340 
prescriptions in the month of September, 1862, not one of which 
called for these forms of medicine. A store in the west division, 
that does a large prescription business, at which I made inquiry 
has had the same result. The proprietor of a leading store in 
the south division informs me that there are but two of us who 
prescribe them from him. 

I desire, finally, to consider the oleum terebinthine. This 
medicine is often prescribed, and, ordinarily, in emulsion. As 
an anthelmintic, as an important aid in certain stages of enteric 
fever, and as a medicine in some cases cf sub-acute and chronic 
dysentery, it is invaluable. There are but few preparations 
that are so extremely nauseous to the majority of people; they, 
in most instances, take it, because we order it, and it does them 
good. They all complain, and some refuse to take it, and many 
cannot, in consequence of its producing emesis. The emulsive 
form, where it is possible, should be abandoned, and substituted 
by the pearls, containing about five drops, and weighing about 
three grains. These are tasteless, odorless, easily swallowed, 
and acceptable to the gastric organ. The emulsion is a favorite 
prescription of our much esteemed friend Prof. Davis, in con- 
nection with the tinc. of opium. I have used it, as advised by 
him, in numerous cases with the most happy effect. But why 
not gratify our patients by substituting one of the pearls and 
one of TILDEN’s granules, of one-eighth, one-sixteenth, or one- 
thirty-second of a grain of morphia sulphas, for the ordinary 
adult dose of the emulsion? I am certain, if either of us lay 
upon a’ sick-bed, which pharmaceutical forms of these medicines 
we would have given to us. If we did but give due attention to 
these things, the moral effect would be invaluable to the interests 
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of legitimate medicine. I need not multiply. The illustrations 
that I have given are sufficient to prove that we are too careless 
and indifferent in the selection of our remedial agents, with re- 
gard to their pleasantness. 

This is the age of quackery. I doubt not there are more 
people in America, especially in this latitude, who employ 
empirics, than at any former period. Lamentable as it is, yet 
I firmly believe that the confidence of the people is not in the 
regular profession, but in quackery, The history of medicine 
furnishes us with the evidence, that irregular practitioners have 
had an existence in all ages of our art, but it gives us no instance 
where the ordeal was so severe as that through which the pro- 
fession is now passing. What has given the confidence of so 
many credulous people to that popular and formidable system 
of quackery that now obstructs the great medical highway? 
Upon what basis does it rest? Scientifically, it is foundationless, 
and has the least merit of any system that has ever been pro- 
mulgated. The opinion of every observing and reflecting medical 
mind is, that it has but one merit, and that is the freedom from 
repulsiveness of their so-called remedies. I believe that it is 
almost useless to talk to the people upon subjects appertaining 
to our profession. We cannot convince them that a quack is a 
quack; that there cannot be but one true system of medicine; 
that there cannot be two sciences of the same thing. So long 
as these people have stomachs, my belief is, that the most 
potent weapon is the one that will reach the stomach. That is 
the spot where quackery must meet its foe. My arguments 
shall be used hereafter, so as to produce their effect in that 
locality. Prof. Woop of Philadelphia says: ‘that the physician 
should be acquainted not only with the properties of medicines, 
and the diseases to which they are respectively applicable, but 
also with the art of prescribing them, so that they may be adapt- 
ed to the peculiarities of individual patients; and by the mode 
in which they are administered, may produce the greatest cura- 
tive effect with the least possible inconvenience.” 

It is from the neglect of the last clause of the quotation, that 


we are daily driving from us some one of our patrons, that he 
10 
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may associate with, and become a missionary to that objection- 
able system, that is gall and wormwood to all honest and learn- 
ed physicians. Ask any one who employs homeopathists, 
what induced him to employ them; he will respond thus: in 
order to obviate the necessity of taking your disagreeable medi- 
cines. If the forms that I have mentioned be adopted by the 
profession, this reproach will no longer apply to us. We can 
give, in almost all instances, our medicine in a form that will 
be welcomed by our patients, and deprive them of the reason 
they assign for abandoning us. With these pharmaceutical 
forms at our command, no physician protects the interests of 
the profession, as he should, by permitting his patients to leave 
him in consequence of unpalatability of his remedies. 

Let us select remedies that can be administered in small 
though efficient doses, and conceal the odor and taste by the 
improved means at our disposal. So far as the active princi- 
ples of medicines have been discovered, we should give prefer- 
ence to them. Organic chemistry is very progressive, and is 
continually developing to us, upon what the medicinal virtue of 
our vegetable remedies depend. It behooves us, in whose hands 
legitimate medicine is to-day trusted, to lay aside the crude and 
the rough, and, where it is possible, to direct the essence, the 
active principles, which were not isolated and individualized, and, 
therefore, not at the command of our medical ancestors. 

It is time that our decoctions and infusions were considered 
obsolete. It is time that our ordinary tinctures should be re- 
placed by the concentrated ones. It is time that the disagree- 
able powder should be canopied by the wafer, or other means 
adapted to conceal its taste. It is time that a sick man should 
be treated by us as a sick man; we must cease to administer to 
his disgust. The sick child should no longer associate with the 
memory of the doctors’ nauseous and repulsive medicines. 
When we have applied the principle of agreeable exhibition of 
medicine; which is the only life-spark of homeopathy, it will 
die a natural death, and have no resurrection. 

Similia similibus curanthur and its infinitesimalism has been 
exploded. No scientific, no honest medical man gives credence 
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to the utterances of its enunciators. Russia, after about forty 
years’ experience with it, and granting it many hospital favors, 
has prevailed upon the Emperor to issue a decree forbidding a 
homeopathist to practice in his dominions. The hospital at 
Leipsic, in which this system was founded, died with Sammy 
HAHNEMAN. The last one at London, also the last at Vienna, 
have ceased to have an existence. There no longer remain but 
three or four hospitals under their control upon the entire con- 
tinent of Europe, and these have but a feeble and sickly exis- 
tence. Denmark no longer has but three practitioners of that 
faith. Although several of the European governments have 
acted with their accustomed liberality to develop scientific truths, 
by granting the disciples of that faith an opportunity to prove 
their pretensions, by admitting them into the military hospitals; 
there is not a single instance on record where they did not 
signally fail. Such is homeopathy in Europe, after reaching 
about its fiftieth year of age. How is it in America? Honor 
to the United States Government for protecting the regular 
profession, by refusing the admission of the disciples of that 
false system into the army and navy, notwithstanding, Massa- 
chusetts sent her petitions, numerously signed, urging their 
official recognition; and Senator Grimes of Iowa, was there to 
prostitute his intellect and insult the educated profession, by 
strongly urging the Government to grant their demands. Dr. 
Peters of New York City, and editor of the late North Ameri- 
can Journal of Homeopathy, who has written several works on 
homeopathic practice, and the recognized leader of them in the 
United States, and who has done more to popularize this system 
in America than any one hundred of his brethern, after becom- 
ing affluent, renounces this system, and deals fatal blows at 
this flimsy species of charlatanry. I will insert a few para- 
graphs, as found in his letter of renunciation, addressed to the 
editor of the American Medical Times, in 1861:— 

“As far as lay in my power, I have not been unmindful for 


a day, from the commencement of my career as a medical ‘ 


student and practitioner, of the numerous brilliant advances in 
regular medicine, which have been constantly progressing both 
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in this country and abroad. Infinitesimal doses are so repugnant 
to every fraction of common sense that I possess, that I have 
always felt absolutely degraded when making what I conceived 
to be necessary trials with them. I have always felt that I was 
doing something foolish or wrong when giving them, that I was 
dealing with quantities so minute and so powerless that it would 
be trifling with the lives of my patients to depend upon them in 
serious cases, and with their time and comfort in milder attacks. 
I have known many extraordinary instances of recovery from 
diseases and sickness in which no medicine had been given; 
and numerous consultations to which I was called by homeo- 
pathic physicians, in which severe disease had gone on uncheck- 
ed by these powerless agents, more and more convinced me 
that they were irrational and unsafe.” ‘Thus wrote the only 
scholar they have had in the United States! 

Soon after the publication of Dr. PerEr’s article, Drs. Fow- 
LER, BrowNE, und McDona.p, well-known homeopathic physi- 
cians in New York City and Brooklyn, published their renunci- 
ation in similar terms. 

I have thus shown that this false system is on the shady side 
of life. They no longer have faith in their infinitesimalism. 
They to-day give more medicine in any given number of cases 
than we do. ‘They select the identical pharmaceutical forms to 
which I have adverted in this paper. They call it homeeopathy, 
and the people know no better. The part of a hypocrite is 
easily played with these medicines; and they will continue to 
flourish with then in private practice, until their use becomes 
general with us. It is astonishing to what an extent the public 
think that the homcopathists are the progressives. The people 
know not how free we are from routine-practice. They are 
ignorant of the wide eclecticism that governs us. They little 
think that each physician exercises, to an unlimited extent, his 
free agency, that we are no sectarians, no bigots; but that 
each physician is free to exercise his own intellect as to the 
kingdom of nature from which he shall call his remedial agents. 
That he gives or withholds medicines, directs in a small or large 
dose, as best accords with his judgment. I hold the homeo- 
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pathists directly responsible for thus poisoning the public mind. 

My own deep conviction is, that the only effectual way of 
annihilating these deep dyed scoundrels in our “day and 
generation,’ who, skunk-like, are too fetid to touch, but who 
poison the medical atmosphere by their odoriferous exhalations, 
is, for the regular profession in all cases where it is possible, to 
direct, administer medicine in the forms suggested in this 
paper. 


4 
Pri@re 





ARTICLE X. 
CREOSOTE IN HOSPITAL GANGRENE. 


By C. R. PARKE, M.D., Bloomington, Ill. 








TO THE McLEAN COUNTY MEDICAL SOCIETY: 


Mr. Presipent:—I desire to lay before this Society a 
brief synopsis of my experience in hospital gangrene, which, 
I think, may be of service to many of my suffering countrymen 
now in the different hospitals of the land. 

In the best regulated hospital buildings, erected with an eye 
particularly to ventilation and all that tends to the genial health 
of its inmates, hospital gangrene will frequently rage with un- 
bridled fatality. During my services in the Crimean War, I 
had ample opportunity of testing the various modes of treating 
this troublesome and, too often, fatal disease. As every surg- 
eon is aware of the symptoms characteristic of this disease, I 
shall not call your attention to them particularly, but to the 
principle point of interest,—the treatment. 

During the late Crimean War, hospital gangrene and typhus 
fever were the principle diseases of the campaign. Many, in 
fact, most of the buildings used for hospital purposes during a 
military campaign are ill-adapted to such use, being incapable 
of thorough ventilation, and, of course, so much against the just 
merits of any treatment. Again, the Russian and German 
doctors, in the Russian service, were, for some reason or other, 
opposed to thorough ventilation, at least, when we (I mean the 
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American surgeons,) would return to the hospitals, we would 
invariably find the building closed securely at every point 
against the external atmosphere, with the exception of a small 
opening at the top of a few of the windows, about five inches in 
diameter, in which was placed a piece of tin freely perforated 
with holes. This was a very serious blunder, for which no 
surgeon could be excused, and one that contended vigorously 
against the success of any treatment. 

During the winter and spring months particularly (1855-56), 
the weather was very unpropitious, being wet, damp, and foggy 
most of the time, with a profusion of mud in the streets. Of 
course, such a state of the atmosphere had a very depressing 
effect on the vital forces, and assisted greatly, in common with 
the vitiated atmosphere of an ill-ventilated hospital, in bringing 
about that peculiar state of the system favoring hospital gan- 
grene. In the treatment of this disease, what seems to be call- 
ed for? First, a pure atmosphere; Second, a disinfectant ; 
Third, tonics and stimulants; and Fourth, an external stimu- 
lating antiseptic. 

Of the first, it is necessary to say but little. As perfect a 
system of ventilation as is possible is imperiously demanded. 
Under the second head, we would say, a due regard to cleanli- 
ness is entirely necessary; at the sametime, let the bed-posts be 
wet frequently, and the floor sprinkled with a solution of chlo. 
lime. In the third place, use tonics and stimulants, wine, eggs, 
and soups, or stronger stimulants internally, if thought called 
for,—brandy, &c., &c. ‘To fill the fourth indication, we have 
creosote, which acts, in most instances, like a charm. I apply 
it to the gangrene, stump, or wound directly, by means of a 
schwab, made by tying a small piece of sponge on the end of a 
stick. The application is severe, but not more so than the 
nitric acid, I doubt it being as severe. After being thoroughly 
rubbed over with the creosote, as above-described, I dress the 
parts with an ointment made of 


Bh. CreOate,.......cerscrccceceressorsorecescessesoossons 5i. 
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- until the entire slough drops off, and the healthly red granula- 
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tions are seen underneath. This will frequently take place in 
twenty-four hours after the first application. After this, it is 
only necessary to dress with some slightly stimulating ointment 
or wash. I have tried this treatment so thoroughly, Mr. Prxst- 
DENT, as not to leave the least possible doubt on my mind of its 
superiority over all other varieties of treatment in this disease. 





*o¢ 


ARTICLE XI. 


DEAF MUTE RESTORED TO HEARING BY AN 
ATTACK OF VARIOLA. 





Marion, Itu., April 16th, 1863. 
Pror. N. 8. Davis, 
Dear Sir:—The following case of variola, which occurred 
recently in my practice, has connected with it a circumstance 
which may be of some interest to the profession, although, the 
course and termination of the disease itself presents nothing 
unusual :— 

George H. Dickinson, a deaf mute, aged 45 years, was seized 
with the usual symptoms of an attack of small-pox, 14th 
March last. There was nothing remarkable either in the 
eruptive fever, the appearance of the eruption, (which was con- 
fluent,) the maturation of the pustules or secondary fever. The 
patient passed on to convalescence, and is now completely re- 
covered. But, what is rather strange, the patient, during his 
illness, became able to hear with the left ear, the other remain- 
ing closed, and could talk almost immediately after he could 
hear. While visiting him on the evening of the 21st, (which 
was the fourth day of the eruption,) he wrote upon his slate 
these words: “I heard to-day for about twenty minutes as 
plainly as you ever did, how do you account for it, doctor?” I 
paid but little attention to this, and hastily replied, that I sup- 
posed the inflammation in the throat had affected the ear through 
the eustachian tube. 

On the evening of the 22d, he complained of pain in the left 
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ear; and, on examination, I discovered a slight discharge of 
muco-purulent matter from the external meatus. One of the 
attendants informed me that the patient heard the noise made 
by the lowing of a cow near his room, and had also heard 
thunder in a storm-cloud that passed over. 

On the morning of the 23d, while at his bedside, I observed 
his attention was attracted by the singing of birds near his room. 
I told him that it was the birds singing, and asked him what 
kind of music they made. In reply, he whistled in imitation of 
them. ‘This was the first satisfactory evidence I had had that 
he really could hear. He still complained of pain in-his left 
ear. Being called to the country, I did not see him on the 
24th, he being visited by my preceptor and partner, Dr. A. N. 
Lop@rz. On entering the door of his room on the morning of 
the 25th, I bowed and inquired how he got along, to which he 
replied “bully ;”’ and it took him but a few minutes to tell me 
the following, which I had already learned from Dr. Lop@E:— 
‘‘When he awoke on the morning of the 24th, his head was 
filled with very loud and confused sounds. The confusion and 
astonishment, for the moment, produced a distraction of the 
mind. On regaining himself, he wished some explanation of 
the phenomena, he called out distinctly ‘where is doc.’ He 
also discovered that he could hear his attendants talk, and could 
repeat the words after them.” It took him but a few hours to 
learn a sufficient number of words to converse on ordinary sub- 
jects; indeed, it appears to me that he could speak words that 
he never heard spoken. He now hears and speaks with as 
little difficulty as any one. 

The following questions have occurred to me concerning the 
case:—Ist. Did he never hear before? 2d. What influence had 
the disease on the organs of hearing? 3d. How could he so 
readily speak after he could hear’ As regards the first ques- 
tion. I found the evidence that he had not heard or spoken 
for 25 years, conclusive. Many of our best citizens have know 
him for that period without a suspicion ever arising in their 
minds that he could hear pr speak. Further back than that, 
we have only his evidence, which, in his own language is: ‘So 
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far as my recollection of myself reaches back, I never did hear; 
and, to the best of my knowledge, my parents taught me that 
I never could hear.” So we are left to suppose either that he 
could hear in infancy, but that by disease it was destroyed 
while very young, or that he never could hear. I leave each 
one to their own supposition as to what influence the disease 
exerted on the function of hearing. I could not now, and, per- 
haps, never, give a better answer than I gave to the patient, 
when he requested an explanation. 

I hope men more competent than myself will endeavor to ex- 
plain this matter, in regard to the third question,—“‘how could 
he so’ readily speak after he could hear.” I might state that 
Dickinson has a fine education, and completely mastered, among 
other things, that most difficult science, labiaology, which was 
taught him by the late Dr. J. K. MrtcueEtt, of Philadelphia, 
under whose instructions he was for four years. <A brother and 
a sister of Dickinson’s were also deaf mutes; his parents were 
cousins. He has been married once, his wife was a deaf mute 
also. He has two living children, a son and a daughter, the 
former aged five and the latter four years, and both are blessed 


with perfect hearing and speech. 
J. J. SAMUELS, 


——__2—9 0+ 
ARTICLE XII. 


A DEATH FROM CHLOROFORM. 


Reported by E. ANDREWS, M_D., Professor of Surgery in Chicago Medical 
College. 


Deaths from the administration of Chloroform are so seldom 
fully reported, that every effort needs to be made to fully eluci- 
date the phenomena and rationale of the accident, in order that 
the obscurity which still shrouds the subject may be dissipated 
a8 soon as possible. 

In the following case, although I did not witness the death, 
I was personally acquainted with the attendants, whom I care- 
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fully questioned respecting circumstances, and I had the pleasure 
of making the post mortem examination with my own hand. 

Mr. D was about sixty years of age, and of intemperate 
habits, but not known to be otherwise diseased. After an 
unusually prolonged debauch he applied to a physician to shield 
him from the impending horrors of delirium tremens. He was 
found to be rational, with no delusions of the senses, but with 
a feeble and frequent pulse, and a well-marked trembling of the 
muscles of voluntary motion. 

The physician prescribed a mixture of tinct. cinchona, lauda- 
num, and alcohol, to be frequently repeated in small doses. 

He continued two days, under this treatment, with no material 
change, but on the third day he became wild with the usual 
form of mania a potu, and refused, absolutely and determin- 
ately, all medication. Some fourteen hours or more were 
wasted in this manner, during which he took neither medicine 
nor food. At this juncture, my advice was sought, and I endeav- 
ored to induce the patient to yield to strong persuasion. Fail- 
ing entirely in this, I advised that he should be placed under 
the influence of chloroform, sufficiently to overcome his obsti- 
nacy, and that then suitable tonics, together with a powerful 
opiate, should be administered. I judged that unless his excite- 
ment should be subdued speedily, there was no hope of any 
recovery, as he had already almost exhausted his vital energies; 
and it seemed to me that the tranquilizing effect of anzesthesia 
might serve to give time for a strong anodyne to commence its 
influence. 

I then left, and in accordance with my advice the anesthesia 
was attempted by the physician and attendants. The adminis- 
tration was begun cautiously, admitting an abundance of air 
with the vapor, but the patient made such a violent and con- 
tinued resistence that it was found almost impossible to continue 
it. After much difficulty, however, he was partially secured, 
and the chloroform was given very rapidly and copiously, in 
order to subdue his resistence. In a short time he became quiet, 
when the medicine was placed in his mouth. This re-arroused 
his consciousness, and he spit it violently out, and re-commenced 




















1868.] ANDREWS—Case of Death from Chloroform. 155 


his struggles. The chloroform was then copiously re-applied 
until he became quiet. At this juncture the medicine was given 
and swallowed in an easy and natural manner, and the patient 
lay upon the bed respiring quietly and freely. In about three 
minutes he was noticed to be pale and ghastly in the counte- 
nance, but still respiring. The paleness momentarily increased, 
and in five minutes more both respiration and the pulse ceased, 
and the beating of the heart could not be felt in the chest. 
There was no evidence of asphyxia, but the physician in attend- 
ance thought it his duty to make use of artificial respiration - 
until all hope of resuscitation had departed. His efforts, how- 
ever, were unavailing, as not the slightest sign of returning 
vitality presented itself. 

The chloroform, in this case, was from a good article, which 
had been given, without evil effects, to several other patients. 
It was administered upon a cloth folded into a cup-form, and 
held over the face. The administration, owing to the difficulty 
of restraining the patient, was petty freely pressed. 

The post mortem examination revealed no physical signs to 
account for the accident. The heart was found nearly empty 
in all its cavities. Long white clots were, however, attdthed to 
its valves in an unusual manner, and may, possibly, have inter- 
fered with their action. On the right side, the clot had its 
thickest part in the auricle, and its attachment to the chorde 
tendine of the tricusped valves beneath. Instead, however, of 
streaming off like a banner in the normal direction of the blood- 
current, 7. e., through the pulmonary artery, it presented two 
trains, one of which extended through the auricle and thence 
down into the ascending vena cava; and the other took the 
usual course up the pulmonary artery. As these banner-like 
white clots cannot extend themselves in a direction contrary to 
the current of the blood, I can only account for their double 
direction by supposing, that the formation of the first portions 
entangled and tied open the tricuspid valves, so that the blood 
was no longer regularly pumped through, but simply churned » 
in and out of the ventricle, most of it returning at each con- 
traction to the cava, and only a little passing up the pulmonary 
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artery. The fact that the train of the clot which extended 
towards the vena cava was the largest of the two, gives counten- 
ance to this supposition. This also would account for the fact, 
that the lungs and the left side of the heart were found almost 
empty of blood. ‘There was a small white clot found attached 
to the mitral valves, and streaming up into the aorta in the usual 
manner. 

The lungs were dark with the carbonaceous stains of old age, 
and presented evidences of old pleuritis, but were nearly desti- 
tute of blood, and healthy in their structure. Owing to the 
objections of friends, the brain could not be examined. The 
liver and other abdominal viscera presented no unusual appear: 
ances. 

It is obvious, both from the symptoms before death, and from 
the phemomena presented at the autopsy, that the death, in 
this case, took place by syncope, and not by asphyxia, as is 
usually supposed to be the mode of fatal chloroformization. If 
the formation of the clot which enlarged the valves of the right 
ventricle was commenced before the patient was in articulo 
mortis, it would account for the failure of the heart to propel 
the blood and for the consequent syncope, of which, the patient 
died. If, however, as many suppose, these white clots only form 
in the presence of immediate death which is impending from 
other causes, then, the explanation is as obscure as ever. I 
have observed that chloroformized animals sometimes die of 
syncope in a similar manner, but I did not observe in them any 
peculiar clots. 

It is a settled fact, that chloroform is a more dangerous agent 
of anesthesia than sulphuric ether, but yet the danger is not 
great. About a thousand cases of its administration fell under 
my notice while I was in the Army, no one of which resulted 
fatally. I have been able to hear of only one fatal case in the 
Western Armies since the war commenced. On the whole, 
although the exigencies of the battle field will always necessitate 
the use of pure chloroform in the surgery of war, I advise 
great caution in its use in civil practice. Probably, the best 
method of anesthesia is to have present both ether and chloro- 
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form. Let the administration be commenced either with ether 
alone, or with ether mixed with one-fourth part of chloroform. 
If the patient proves too insusceptible to this agent, and cannot 
be reduced to anesthesia by it alone, more chloroform can then 
be added, or even the pure chloroform be administered until 
the desired effect is obtained. 
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Ghe Clinique. 


SURGICAL CLINIC ON INJURIES OF THE 
ELBOW-JOINT. 


By Professor E. ANDREWS. 











GENTLEMEN :—I present before you this morning two severe 
cases of compound and comminuted fracture and one case of 
simple fracture of the bones constituting the elbow-joint. 

We will take the simple fracture first, as being the easiest 
understood, and then continue our investigations upon the 
severer injuries :— 

You perceive that this little girl has some injury to the arm, 
whose nature is not obvious at first glance. She fell to-day 
upon her right elbow, which is now somewhat swollen and tender, 
yet there is no very obvious deformity on inspection, and the 
pain is not severe; but as diagnosis of injuries of the elbow are 
of great importance and sometimes rather difficult, I have placed 
her under the influence of ether to enable me, without pain, to 
make a thorough examination. Gentlemen, if in examining 
injuries of the elbow you fix your attention upon four anatomi- 
cal landmarks, you will be guided by them to sure and infallible 
conclusions, and this complex subject will become to your mind 
simple, easy, and beautiful; but if you disregard them, and 
fumble indefinitely around the swollen member, trying to judge 
by its general form and position, you will always be in doubt 
and never can be sure of a good diagnosis. 
The four landmarks of the elbow-joint are 
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1st. The olecranon process, 

2d. The internal condyle, 

3d. The external condyle, 

4th. The button-head of the radius. 

These points can always be distinguished, even in swollen 
limbs, except the head of the radius, and that, if it cannot be 
discovered, is proved to be in its own proper place, the only 
spot about the elbow where so large an object as the button- 
head can lie hid. The principle which will guide your judg- 
ment in the use of these landmarks may be clearly stated in 
two sentences By comparing these four bony points in the 
injured and in the sound limb you will ascertain 

Ist. If they have all the correct relative distances and direc- 
tions from each other; then, there is no dislocation. 

2d. If each one is firmly attached to the shaft of its own bone; 
then, there is no fracture. 

If, on the contrary, the relative positions are altered or the 
landmarks move on their shafts, there is a dislocation or frac- 
ture, or both. By considering the subject in this simple and 
clear manner, your diagnosis will be stamped with certainty, 
and all other symptoms be fully accounted for. 

In the present instance, I perceive that the olecranon pro- 
cess is somewhat drawn upward and separated by a gap from 
the ulna, proving a fracture. The other parts of the joint are 
all in normal relative position. For treatment in this case, I 
recommend a straight anterior splint to keep the forearm ex- 
tended, so as to bring up the ulna against the fragment of the 
olecranon, and a figure-of-eight bandage to gently draw the 
process downward against the ulna. 

The other two cases before us are more serious in their char- 
acter, and endanger the lives of the patients. | Observe now, 
the two crushed elbows: the flesh is ragged and torn, the bones 
are comminuted, and the fragments protruding through the 
wounds.- These illustrate the class of injuries produced by 
railroad accidents. The patients are somewhat cold with the 
nervous shock, and show strong marks of suffering on their 
countenances, and the pulse is rather small and feeble. The 
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injuries, therefore, take serious hold on the powers of life. At 
the same time, you observe they are both muscular and vigorous 
looking men. There is no mark of intemperance in the counte- 
nance, and the complexion is clear, strong, and healthy, show- 
ing a firm, vigorous nutrition of the skin. All these things lead 
us to hope that the patients have a good plastic diathesis, and 
will bear up well against the coming effects of their injuries. 
If, on the contrary, we found the skin unusually thin and deli- 
ate, or puffy and bloated with intemperance, or dotted with 
weak aplastic-looking festers, it would show an aplastic diathesis, 
and give reasons to fear that the patients would succumb too 
readily to their injuries. All these minor points you will ob- 
serve in your patients at first inspection, in order to estimate 
their probable resistence to death. The next question is: can 
the limbs be saved? Here, you are not to judge by the amount 
of superficial laceration, nor yet by the complications of the 
fracture, but by observing whether the vital functions of the 
limb are still carried on. 

In these cases I observe that both patients preserve a good 
pulse at the wrist, and, to some extent, the sensitiveness of the 
fingers. One of them has lost the feeling in the little finger 
and adjoining side of the ring finger, indicating the destruction 
of the ulnar nerve. The rule adopted by all sound surgeons in 
this accident, is to preserve the limb, if there is circulation of 
the blood sufficient within it to give a tolerable hope of avoid- 
ing gangrene. It is not considered justifiable to amputate for 
a crushed elbow, while there is a pulse at the wrist, or any 
other clear signs of continued circulation in the hand, for the 
following reasons :— 

Ist. The elbow-joint is not so large that a suppurative inflam- 
mation of its surfaces will very greatly endanger life. The 
effects will, it is true, be severe, but they are not generally 
fatal, as they are in a crushed knee, and the risk, therefore, 
may rationally be encountered. 

2d. Even if mortification should occur, it does not, generally, 
terminate in death, as it does in the inferior extremity, and 
secondary operations upon the arm, although not as successful 
as primary, are still very well borne. 
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8d. The value of an arm is much greater than that of a leg. 
Artificial limbs serve a very good purpose for walking, but for 
loss of an arm no efficient mechanical substitute can be offered. 
It is the duty and the right, therefore, of a patient to run some 
risk of his life for the sake of a member which carries within 
itself so much of his personal usefulness and comfort. I decide, 
therefore, against any primary amputation. 

I shall now give an anesthetic, and proceed to remove care- 
fully all loose fragments of bone which appear to have lost their 
vascular connections, and shall then place the limbs upon angu- 
lar splints. By to-morrow, the shock of the nervous system 
will have passed away, and the reaction, which precedes inflam- 
mation, will have fully set in. I shall then use cold water 
dressings, graduating the amount of cold according to the 
severity of the vascular action. The joints, in these cases, 
always inflame severely, and a great amount of swelling usually 
occurs. Following this, we shall have copious suppuration, 
with gangrene of such portions of flesh as are much crushed, 
and, probably, necrosis of some points and pieces of bone, all 
of which complications must be treated on the usual principles, 
as they arise. 

Ultimately, the position of the forearm will become an impor- 
tant point of consideration. The joint, in such cases, must be 
considered, generally, destined to anchylosis, and, therefore, 
the member must be placed in such a degree of flexion as will 
render the loss of motion least injurious. This position is found, 
by experience, to be the one-half way between complete exten- 
sion and a right angled flexion. I shall, therefore, set the 
splint to an angle of 135 degrees. _I said, that the limb must 
be looked upon as probably, but not certainly, destined to 
anchylosis. Such is the truth in the case. It is my duty, 
therefore, on the one hand, to give the splint such an angle as 
to render the limb as useful as possible after the stiffening; 
but, on the other hand, every effort must be put forth to pre- 
vent a complete loss of mobility. With this view, I shall com- 
mence, as soon as the danger of gangrene is past, to make 


daily motions with the limb, so as to elongate and loosen the 
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new-formed bands of plastic lymph, which will connect the 
articular surfaces, In this way, we may be able to preserve a 
portion of the motions.of fhe joint, and very much increase the 
usefulness of the hand and forearm. 
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MEDICAL’ WARDS OF THE MERCY HOSPITAL. 





ERYSIPELAS,—SULPHITE OF LIME, &c. 


By N, 8. DAVIS, M,D.;. Professor of Prattical and Clinical Medicine, &c. 








During the last half of March and the first part of April, 
1863, erysipelas was more prevalent in this city than usual’; 
and, as a consequence, several very severe cases, occurring 
among the poorer classes, were received into the Mercy Hospi- 
tal. They constituted the subject of several clinical lectures to 
the class attending the summer course of instruction in the 
Chicago Medical College, (Medical Department of Lind Univer- 
sity,) thereby enabling the students to study the disease practi- 
cally in all its stages. One item in the treatment of some of 
these cases, has induced us to report them somewhat in detail:— 

CasE I,—Mr. M., was admitted into the medical ward of the 
Mercy Hospital, April 2d. He had been sick five or six days 
previously. At the time of admission a well-marked erysipela- 
tous inflammation occupied the whole face, (except the chin,) 
the ears, the mastoid spaces, and part of the scalp. The tume- 
faction was so great as to completely close the eyelids and 
obliterate the ordinary expression of the features. The inflam- 
ed surface was dark or purplish red, and both cheeks and eye- 
lids were covered with a close aggregation of vessicles filled 
with a dark brown fluid. The extremities were cool; pulse 
small, weak, and 120 per minute; tongue partially covered with 
a reddish brown fur; lips dry; abdomen moderately tympanitic, 
and bowels loose. The patient was very restless, and complain- 
ed of great exhaustion. He was directed to take tinct. ferri. 


murias. 20 gtts., every three hours, and a powder containing 
11 . 
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pulv. opii., 14 grs., and sulph. quinine, 2 grs., between; also 
as much beef-tea and sweet-milk as hig stomach would bear. 

After pursuing this treatment thi®ty-six hours, there was no 
improvement in any of his symptoms. Dark brown liquid 
evacuations from the bowels continued to occur every three or 
four hours; the mind was somewhat wandering; the local ery- 
sipelatous inflammation remained stationary in its boundaries, 
but the vesicles had dried into black scabs, with evident ulcer- 
ations beneath them; while on the lower part of the right side 
of the face and the whole temporal and masseter region of the 
left, the skin had assumed that dark brown color, plainly 
threatening gangrene. 

_ Regarding the case as one of great malignancy, from actual 
poisoning or degeneration of the blood, it was determined to 
try the effects of the sulphites. Accordingly the tincture of 
iron and quinine were both omitted, and one drachm of the 
sylphite of lime directed to be given every two hours. 

To restrain the typhoid looseness of the bowels, a teaspoonful 
of the following emulsion was given between the doses of the 
sulphite of lime, viz. :— 


. BR. Ol. terebinth, ......... sitelaanenbaticlsentenneonsta ii. 
BIRT. lca racsepcccacccqevesccceecesovecscaspoccgges dii. 
le Me MNO cnsecccqueneyensspepngsesonenennens diii. 
AMO MIB hi ccleddiclecdevcocscseescsens Seobe bees diii. 
Rub together thoroughly ‘and add 
PGW MOMS. 0. ho oiisis le ccae sete leek eb 3ii. Mix. 


Beef-tea and milk-porridge were continued for nourishment. 
At the end of twenty-four hours, after commencing this treat- 
ment, the only change observable in the patient was, a slower 
pulse, less mental wandering, and less frequent passages from 
the bowels. The same treatment was continued. 

At the end of the second day, the pulse was 100 per minute, 
soft; skin generally cool; the bowels quiet; and the tumefac- 
tion of the face diminished. As the scabs began to separate 
from the cheeks, cicatrization was complete; but the skin and 
cellular tissue of the eyelids was extensively destroyed, leaving 
the left eye almost dissected from the socket. Over the places, 
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on each side of the face, where gangrene was threatened, the 
skin had retained its vitality, but the cellular tissue beneath 
was evidently suppurating. The sulphite of lime was still con- 
tinued every three hours, but the emulsion of turpentine and 
and tinct. opii. was continued only three times a day; same 
nourishment as before. The open ulcers around the eyes were 
washed with a weak solution of chloride of zinc, once a day. 
In two days more, making four days after the sulphite of lime 
was commenced, all the unfavorable constitutional symptoms 
had disappeared; but extensive abscesses had formed over the 
right side of the lower jaw and over the left temporal and 
masseter regions. These were freely opened, and the sulphite 
of lime continued in doses of one drachm four times a day. 
But as the diarrhoea had entirely ceased, the emulsion was dis- 
continued; same nourishment continued. The patient continued 
steadily to improve for three days longer. The ulcers around 
the eyes were granulating healthily, and the abscesses on the 
face had nearly ceased to discharge, when another large abscess 
was found to exist under the scalp, directly on the vertex of 
the head. This was opened by a free incision, and a large 
amount of thin pus escaped, with some tough shreds of cellular 
tissue. 

The patient was now attacked with catarrhal symptoms and 
pretty severe bronchial cough, for which, the following anodyne 
expectorant was administered, viz.:— 
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By. Comp. honey of squills, &c., ........sseceeseeeeeee 5j- 
Tinct. te dng sistas tg 58s. 
CI. SOS. CU ccs rccccccccscsecnscecveqnecees 5J8s. 


mix, and give a teaspoonful every four hours; and continue one 
drachm of sulphite of lime morning and evening. In a few 


days the catharrhal symptoms subsided, and the patient passed 


on to complete recovery. But the contraction of the cicatrix 
in the left lower eyelid was sufficient to cause a moderate 
eversion, and make it difficult for the patient to close the eye- 
lids fully. 

Case II.—Mrs. H., a native of Ireland, aged about 35 years, 
was admitted into the female ward of the Mercy Hospital, April 
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6th, 1863. She had been sick four or five days, and had taken 
some cathartic medicine. 

At the time of her admission, her face, forehead, ears, and 
mastoid spaces were uniformly swollen of a dark purplish red 
color, on which were several vessications filled with dark serum. 
The surface of the face and trunk was hot and dry, but the 
extremities were cool. The mouth and tongue were dry; the 
pulse 118 per minute, soft and weak; bowels quiet for the last 
twenty-four hours; urine high-colored and scanty ; slight sub- 
sultus, and mental faculties dull. 

The treatment directed for this case was, one drachm of the 
sulphite of lime every three hours, and twenty drops of the tinct. 
ferri. murias, between, and the same nourishment as in the 
preceeding case. A manifest improvement had taken place in 
the general condition of the patient at the end of the first 
twenty-four hours,—the pulse was reduced to 110 per minute; 
the temperature of the extremities improved; and the mental 
faculties more active; although the erysipelatous inflammation 
had extended its boundaries over a greater portion of the scalp. 
The same treatment, medical and hygienic, was continued. At 
the end of the third day, the inflammation had entirely ceased 
to extend over more surface, with some abatement of the swell- 
ing in the face, and a still further improvement of the general 
symptoms. The same treatment was continued, except that 
the interval between the doses of medicine was lengthened, first 
to four, and, subsequently, to six hours.’ .In one'week, from 
the time of admission to the hospital, convalescence was fully 
established; and without either ulceration in the skin or sup- 
puration in the sub-cutaneous cellular tissue. 

Case III.—Mrs. C., a native of Ireland, aged about 38 years, 
was admitted into the same ward as the second case, April 10th, 
1863. Five days previously she had had a miscarriage at the 
fourth month of pregnancy, which, so far as we could learn, 
had been attended by no unusual circumstances. On the third 
day after the miscarriage she was seized with a chill, pain in 
the back and hypogastric region, and fever. During the suc- 
ceeding two or three days, we have no detailed account of her 
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symptoms. But at the time of her’ admission into’ the hospital, 
her pulse was 130 per minute, very small’ and weak; her ex- 

tremities cool; skin, generally, leaden ‘color; countenance dull 

and relaxed; ‘mind dull and sometimes wandering; abdomen 

distended, tympanitic, with acute tenderness over the whole 

lower half, and constant pain both in the lower part of the 

abdomen and in the lumbar and sacral regions. The evacu- 

‘ations from the bowels were frequent, dark brown, and ‘thin. 

She was restless, and complained of inability to sleep. 

From the small and frequent pulse, general prostration, and 
local pain and tenderness, it was evident that severe uterine 
phlebitis existed, with great danger of a fatal depression of the 
vital properties and degeneration of the blood. ' Hence, we 
directed the patient to take one drachm of the sulphite of lime 
every three hours, alternated with a powder containing pulv. 
opii., 1} grs., sulph. quinine, 2 grs., and puly. g. camphor, 3 
grs., with milk-porridge for nourishment. 

At the end of the first twenty-four hours the only changes 
observable’in the condition of the patient were, less restlessness, 
pulse 120 per minute, less pain and tenderness in the lower 
part of the abdomen, and less frequent intestinal discharges. 

The same‘treatment was continued. At the end of the second , 
day the pulse was 112 per minute, but still, small, and weak; 
expression of countenance better; abdomen less tyzftpanitic, and 
tender; and the bowels quiet. There was also a slight lochial | 
discharge which had been previously suppressed. The sulphite 
of lime was continued as before, but the powders of opium, 
quinine, and camphor were given only three times a day. For 
nourishment, milk, milk-porridge, and animal broth. 

At the end of the third day all symptoms of active uterine or 
phlebitic inflammation had disappeared, the diarrhoea had en- 
tirely ceaséd; and the patient expressed herself as, feeling 
almost well, except a sensation of nausea and occasional efforts 
to vomit, apparently, from the secondary effects of opium. 
The sulphite of lime was now continued only three times a day, _ 
and the powders of opium, &c., entirely omitted. To allay the | 
irritability of the stomach, and exért a moderately tonic in- 
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fluence, the following mixture was directed, in doses of a tea- 
spoonful every four hours, viz.:— 


By. Aromat. sulph. acid,........cceccrsessrsneererenes diss. 
Sulph. magnesia,........0.eeeerves rmeooneppapccetes dii. 
TAREE. CBs se ococpeccovescoosovcosacccoose precoscecess 3ii. 
BEB, cc cccccsccccccsces sooccsveccoscenescsoce dosetes Sii. Mix. 


From this time the patient continued steadily to improve; 
and in two weeks, from the time of her admission, she was able 
to leave her bed. In commenting on these cases from time to 
time, to the class of students in attendance at the hospital, it 
was not claimed that they were sufficient to establish the efficacy 
of the sulphite of lime in the treatment of diseases dependent on 
blood-poisoning and degeneration. But they do show that the 
remedy may be given in large doses with perfect safety; and, 
taken in connection with the cases related by Dr. FisHeEr, in 
another part of this Journal, it is rendered highly probable that 
the sulphites will be found exceedingly valuable in the treat- 
ment of a whole class of severe and often fatal diseases. 
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#roceehings of Societies. 





o 
ARMY MEDICAL SOCIETY, AT JACKSON, TENN. 





JACKSON, TENN., April 27, 1863. 

Epirok ExAMINER:—Preliminary to the organization of a 
Medical Society here, on the evening of April 2d a number of 
medical officers convened at the office of the General Hospital. 

On motion of Dr. H. W. Davis, Dr. S, York was elected 
Temporary-President, and Dr. J. R. Pearcr, Secretary. 

The president, on taking the chair, stated more fully the 
object of the meeting,—to be thé formation of a Medical Society 
to consist of the medical officers of the 16th, Army Corps. 
That it is true of medicine as anything else; that in union there 
‘is strength; and that no physician is worthy of his noble pro- 
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fession, who is not ever ready to do all in his power to elevate 
it to greater and still greater usefulness; that the surgeons in 
and near Jackson may spend an evening or two of each week 
in medical association, not. only with profit and pleasure to 
themselves, but with great advantage to the sick and afflicted 
soldiers, whose sufferings they are so often called to alleviate, 
&e. 

Drs. Hunt, Bripags, and MILLs were appointed a committee 
to draft a Constitution and By-laws, and report at the next 
meeting. 

The Society met Saturday evening, April 4th, and adopted 
the Constitution and By-laws as reported. Dr. 8. York was 
elected President; Dr. C. A. Hunt, Vice-President; Dr. J. R. 
PEakCcE, Secretary. 

On signing the Constitution and By-laws, all present were 
considered members, viz.: S. York, Surgeon, 54th Ill. Infantry ; 
C. A. Hunt, Surgeon, 126th Ill. Infantry; Henry W. Davis, 
Surgeon, 18th Ill. Infantry; Acting Chief of Hospitals, J. W. 
Cameron, Surgeon 62d II}. Infantry; R. F. Stratton, Surgeon, 
11th I, Cavalry; H. E. Foote, Surgeon, 22d Ohio Infantry; 
E. W. Mills, Assistant-Surgeon, 126th Ill. Infantry; E. A. Lee, 
Assistant, 54th Ill. Infantry; T. D. Washburn, Assistant, 126th 
Ill.; V. R. Bridges, Assistant-Surgeon, 62d Ill. Infantry; Dr. 
Buffon, 1st Sergeant in Co. K. 54th Ill.; 8. R. Mitchell, H. 
T. Garnett, J. R. Pearce, Contract-Surgeons in General Hos- 
pital; L. C. Halsted, Assistant-Surgeon, 7th Wis. Battery; 
Lieut.-Col.. Allen, Medical Inspector U. 8. A., being present, 
was elected Honorary Member. 

The Society meets every Saturday evening. Discussions 
are held upon the various diseases incident to camp; and an 
essay is read, by some member previously appointed, and dis- 
cussed. It is, constitutionally, incumbent upon each member to 
report any surgical case of interest he may be called upon to 
treat. 

At the meeting on 18th inst., the accompanying essay was 
read by C. A. Hunt, Surgeon, 126th IIl., and ordered by the 
Society to be forwarded to The Chicago Medical Examiner for 
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publication, together with the proceedings of the early organi- 


zation of the Society. R. PEARCE. S. 
J. R. PEA ’ ec'y. . 
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Book Hotices. 


ee 


THE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF SURGERY; Expaacune MINoR AND OPER- 
ATIVE SuRGERY, WITH A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INDEX OF AMERICAN SURGICAL 
Writers, FROM THE YEAR 1783 To 1860, ARRANGED FOR THE USE OF 
StupEnts, AND, ILLusTRATED. BY 400 Woopouts AND WEARLY 1000 Ewera- 
vines on Strer. By Hunry H. Smirn, M.D.,’ Prof. of Surgery in the 
University of Pennsylvania, &, Philadelphia: J. B, Lrprrxcort & Co, 
1863. 

This work is in two yolumes of closely condensed matter, 
each containing about eight hundred pages. The treatise is by 
no means entirely new, being a sort of a condensation of three 
of the author’s previous works, viz.: his ‘“‘ Minor Surgery,” 
“ Operative Surgery,” and “ Practice of Surgery.” These have 
been revised and condensed, and seyeral hundred pages of new 
matter added, to give the whole a complete form. The illustra- 
tions are very copious, especially. upon the subject of the instru- 
ments and operations of surgery. 

Prof. Smiru and his works are so well known to the country, 
that it is unnecessary to review this compilation in detail; 
suffice it to say, that it contains all the excellencies of the three 
works embodied in it, together with much valuable matter super- 
added,—the whole constituting a very complete and full.text- 
book for students, and an excellent work of reference for young 
practitioners. 

Considered as an author, Prof. SmirH has the merit of being 
very full and minute in his attention to practical details, and, 
perhaps, carries it even to a fault, by absorbing the readers’ 
attention a little too much upon minor points, and causing him, 
to a certain extent, to loose sight of the broader and deeper 
general principles, which give scope to the thought and fertility 
to the resources of the young surgeon, Considered in a purely 
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literary point, his style of writing is slightly rough, from the 
selection of an excess of words containing strong consonants, 
and his sentences are a little overloaded with polysyllables of 
Latin derivation. He is, however, perfectly clear in his ex- 
pressions, and orderly in his arrangement; and his rare faculty 
of condensation enables him, in spite of a little excess of long 
words, to express more ideas within a small space than any 
prominent surgical author on this side of the Atlantic. 

The work is sold for twelve dollars; and will be a valuable 
addition to the library of all who wish to bring down their col- 
lection of surgical works to the latest date. 





TRANSACTIONS OF THE Onto State Mepicat Socrery, 1862. 


This is a neatly bound volume of 120 pages, containing the 
record of proceedings and papers of the Seventeenth Annual 
Meeting of the Ohio State Medical Society, held ot Ohio White 
Sulphur Springs, June 17th and 18th, 1862. After the brief 
record of proceedings, the next twenty pages are occupied by 
the Annual Address of Dr. M. B. Wricut, the retiring presi- 
dent. His subject is ‘The Idolatry of our People, or the Re- 
bellion in its Medical Aspects;” and it is discussed with all the 
ability of its well-known author. The next paper is a Prize 
Essay on the Use of Anesthetics in Obstetrics, by H. CuLBErt- 
son, M.D., of Zanesville, Ohio. It is a well-written essay, 
occupying about fifty pages, and is worthy of the attention of 
the profession. Two brief reports, one on Medical Literature 
and the other on the Obituary Record of the Society for the 
year, complete the volume. 





Report oF THE Boarp or HEALTH OF THE CITY AND Port oF PHILADELPHIA 
ror 1862. By James A. McCrea, M.D., anp Wittiam Reap, Ese. 

This is a well-printed pamphlet of about fifty pages, contain- 
ing much statistical information of value concerning the Births, 
Marriages, Deaths, and Diseases of Philadelphia during the 
year 1862. 





BRAITHWAITE’S RETROSPECT OF PRACTICAL MEDICINE AND 
11a 
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SuRGERY continues to be published with all its original good 
qualites, by W. A. TowNnsEND, 89 Walker Street, New York. 





Lonpon Lancet.—This excellent monthly comes, as usual, 
richly laden with matter of practical interest fresh from our 
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INSANITY AND INTEMPERANCE. 


By ANDREW McFARLAND, M.D. 








From the “American Journal of Insanity.” 


Among the problems of psychological science which remain 
to be solved, is, such a discrimination between the manifesta- 
tions of mental disease and some of the effects of the habitual 
use of diffusible stimulants as will render reasonably clear the 
administration of justice in criminal courts. It is not merely 
with the broad resemblances between insanity and drunken- 
ness that we have to deal, in some of the cases which occur; 
not the question how far a fit of intoxication renders the indi- 
vidual irresponsible for what he does; but we sometimes have 
the two states conjoined in the same individual, each with its 
liabilities and immunities, making a skein of commingled guilt 
and irresponsibility, which science must disentangle. We must 
sometimes throw so much light on the tissue of testimony held 
up before us, that amid all its intertwisting. what is the indeli- 
ble coloring of disease, and what the transient stain of a vicious 
habit, shall at once appear. The task is a difficult one, requir- 
ing a nice analysis of their differences, and such a bold separ- 
ation of them that justice may plainly see where to strike. 

In two instances, within the last year, the subject of insanity 
in connection with the excessive use of stimulants, has presen- 
ted itself.in the courts of Illinois, where the two conditions 
could be viewed in their relation to each other. 

The first case, Keenan vs. Van Horn, had little of interest, 
except for the decision rendered, which goes somewhat to open 
an enlightened procedure in such cases. In this case, suit was 
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brought by the complainant, Margaret Keenan, to recover 
possession of certain property conveyed by her husband during 
his life to Van Horn, while incapable of so doing, by reason of 
mental disease. 

The deceased was long in the habitual and excessive use of 
ardent spirits, resulting finally, as was claimed, in permanent 
mental disease. The testimony, which was very voluminous, 
proved that for fifteen or twenty years, he had been a common 
drunkard, that his propensity for such indulgence grew more 
inveterate, terminating at last in his death from dropsy and 
general decline. Toward the last of his life he had abandoned 
his family and taken up his residence with Van Horn, to whom 
he conveyed his homestead and other effects without adequate 
consideration. 

The allegation of his incompetency rested chiefly on certain 
distinct and strongly marked peculiarities, which always attend- 
ed him when under the influence of liquor. At such time he 
fancied himself a military commander, styling himself ‘ Capt. 
Rock,” and would spend many successive days and nights in 
giving the word of command to imaginary companies of soldiers, 
whom he extemporized out of sticks of wood, stumps of trees, 
&e., and that his fits always took that form and no other. At 
such times it also appeared that he had no adequate idea of the 
value of money, but spent it lavishly in buying articles for which 
he had no use, or which he gave away to persons in whom he 
had no interest. Testimony as to his condition during the in- 
tervals between his fits of drinking was somewhat conflicting, 
though the weight of it seemed to be that, with the exception 
of his faculties being somewhat blunted, there was nothing very 
different in him from other men. 

In this case it was held that the unvarying recurrence of the 
mind of the deceased to certain fixed and unchanging delusions, 
was evidence, notwithstanding the occasion of such delusions 
may have been induced by indulgence in liquor, that there was 
radical mental impairment, that there was a difference in his 
peculiarities from the ordinary phenomena of the drunken fit, 
the aberrations of the latter being more general or diffuse, and 
not commonly attended with such special delusions as was shown 
always to exist in this case. The liquor was claimed to act, in 
this instance, upon certain always present, though latent, dis- 


eased mental traits,—something like the effect of a varnish , 


upon the grain of a wood,—bringing into view what was before 
invisible, though none the less present. 
Judgment was rendered for the plaintiff in this case, from 
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which an appeal was made to the Supreme Court, which, how- 
ever, sustained the decision. 

It must not be understood that those general but always 
appearing traits which some persons exhibit when inebriated, 
are included in this view. Some men, for instance are always 
dignified, some quarrelsome, and some amorous when in their 
cups, and some indeed, like Mr. Snevellicci, pass through all 
those stages in the course of a single bout. A difference will 
be recognized between this exhibition of some general trait, 
and that taking up of a special idea, which was held, in this 
instance, to be indicative of fundamental impairment of the 
intellect. 

This. case is cited rather by way of introduction to another 
of much greater importance, in which this distinction is more 
clear, and becomes more necessary. 

William Hopp was tried for the murder of his wife before 
the Circuit Court of Cook County, in December last, Judge 
Mannierre presiding. The trial was protracted, excited deep 
interest, and has points well worthy professional attention. 

Hopp is an Englishman, who came to this country with a 
younger brother, and settled near the head of Lake Champlain, 
in Vermont, perhaps thirty years since. Testimony of impor- 
tance, in regard to the insanity of his mother and his aunt, was 
ruled out of the proceedings, as technically inadmissable. After 
residing some time in Vermont, both brothers moved to Illinois, 
and settled some twenty miles from Chicago. It was proved 
by the prosecution, by way of derogation of the character of 
Hopp, that while living in Vermont, he was engaged in smug- 
gling goods across the Canada border. But all testimony in 
regard to him, since residing in Illinois, showed him strictly 
upright in every business transaction, and somewhat punctilious 
in matters of honor and veracity. By great industry and thrift, 
he acquired a handsome property, and was living, at the time 
of the homicide, in a style much above the average of his neigh- 
bors. It may be mentioned that Hopp had always used ardent 
spirits freely, though not regarded as an intemperate man. 
Some years after coming into the State, the younger brother 
became incontestably insane, and still remains so, though resid- 
ing with, and cared for by his brother. 

Twelve years ago William Hopp, while repairing a bridge, 
was exposed for several days in succession to a thorough wet- 
ting, and an obstinate dumb ague was the consequence. At 
this distance of time it is impossible to get at the exact state 


of his mind during this illness. But it appears that, while still 
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suffering under its effects, he had a trifling difficulty with one 
of his neighbors, whose horse had died while in his (Hop's) 
hands, though in no way made diseased by any labor or ill-usage. 
After some dispute, an arbitration followed, in which it was 
decided that Hopp should pay half the value of the animal. 
He appeared unusually disturbed by this transaction; his mind 
seemed to dwell upon it to the exclusion of almost everything 
else. He fancied it not less an act of injustice than an impu- 
tation upon his personal honor. What increased his vexation 
was an idea that his wife was indifferent to his interests in the 
transaction; and this impression finally changed into a convic- 
tion that she was in complicity with the arbiters who had made 
the decision. 

From this period commenced a course of personal abuse, 
occurring in paroxysms, in which he charged her with unchaste 
conduct, at first with these particular parties, and at length 
with a prostitution almost indiscriminate. It may be mentioned 
that no woman could exist in whom such accusations could be 
more unfounded. These periods of abuse were strictly periodi- 
cal, leaving him, during the interval, affectionate and consider- 
ate as other men. But they increased in frequency and length, 
sometimes continued with hardly any cessation for two or three 
successive days and nights. This abuse commenced, at first, in 
the form of remonstrances against her unchaste conduct. Then 
it took the form of most profane and obscene epithets, coupled 
at last with extreme personal violence. He never applied any 
epithet to her except such as denoted unchastity. In the 
presence of others, during all the early part of this period of 
ten years, he treated her with due consideration. Only his 
children were witnesses to it, by overhearing him after he and 
his wife had retired. But at last the presence of his children, 
and finally of strangers, made little difference. These par- 
oxysms were attended by the consumption of large quantities of 
liquor, and the degree of his abuse of his wife was measured, in 
the estimation of his neighbors and children, solely by the depth 
of his potations. Sometimes, exhausted by this protracted per- 
secution, she would leave him, threatening not to return. No 
sooner would she be out of his sight than he seemed a changed 
man. He would abstain wholly from drink, become penitent 
and full of self-reproaches, write beseeching letters imploring 
her return, and even take oaths before a magistrate to abstain 
forever from liquor, upon which he charged all his conduct. 
But as soon as she comes again in his sight, the same abuse is 
renewed, even before they had reached the house from the cars 
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in which she had returned. During these years, all the testi- 
mony showed that as a father and a neighbor he was exemplary. 
He was a man reserved in the extreme in imparting his con- 
fidences, and never, except in occasional obscure hints, disclosed 
his impressions regarding his wife’s unchastity. He clearly 
did so, but in rare instances, and only to those in whom he had 
most implicit confidence. 

His wife seemed the only person who had any idea of the 
true cause of his singular conduct. That she had such idea, 
appears from her frequently advising him to take calomel and 
other medicine. : 

In the month of June, 1862, he returned in the evening from 
a neighboring village intoxicated, but not as much so as on 
many former occasions. He commenced his abuse in the usual 
terms, to which she made little reply, when, as she was seeking 
to evade him, he struck her, while passing, with a knife, which 
inflicted a wound in the abdomen, of which she died about 
twelve hours afterwards. On the assembling of the neighbors, 
Hopp appeared perfecti# calm and unconcerned. He calls them 
to witness his present sobriety, tells them the act was a deliber- 
ate one, and contemplated for the past ten years. 

Just previous to his trial, the writer of this article visited 
him in the jail, the prisoner having no idea whatever of the 
person, or the object of the visit. The prisoner is about fifty- 
eight years of age, rather above the common height, and of fair 
intelligence for one of his class. His honesty.and sincerity are 
unquestionable, and his statements in regard to the tragedy and 
the ideas antecedent to it, bear the stamp of perfect ingenous- 
ness. He went into a lengthened narrative of his troubles, 
commencing with the arbitration in reference to the horse. 
The proofs of his wife’s infidelity, which he circumstantially 
narrates, are the merest “stuff of which dreams are made.’ 
As evidences of the trifles on which the insane base their delu- 
sions they possess a certain degree of interest. 

On one occasion, for illustration, when a son was born to 
Hopp, certain acquaintances, and among them one of the arbi- 
ters in the horse case, assembled in honor of the event. A 
toast was drunk complimentary to Hopp, especially in relation 
to his ability to beget children. This he regarded as clear 
proof that the proposer of the toast thereby acknowledged the 
guilt of which Hopp had previously suspected him. A remark 
made afterward by the same individual, that “women were 
good creatures,’’ was conceived to have the same import. As 
was before remarked, his conviction of his wife’s infidelity so 
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widened, during the last of her life, as to include most persons 
who even approached his dwelling. An individual who had 
called to purchase some onions, in Hopp’s absence, was regard- 
ed by him as the father of one of his children, and, on calling 
at the house some months afterwards, the child was brought out 
by Hopp and introduced, by way of test, as ‘the little onion 
boy.” In narrating the circumstance of this introduction, Hopp 
concludes with the remark that if the individual thus accused 
had “spoke volumes of confession, it would not have been equal 
to the look of guilt which that introduction created.” 

No one at all acquainted with the manifestations of mental 
disease will fail to recognise a state of mind of which such ideas 
as the above form a texture, as insanity of the most unequivocal 
type. Yet, never was there prisoner arraigned at the bar 
more completely shorn of every vestige of sympathy, or who 
stood entirely alone in his extremity. Fully justifying himself 
in what he had done, he seemed to conceive that all he had to 
do was to make statements, of which the narration is a specimen, 
to convince all others of his innocence.* He had no idea, before 
the trial, of the plea which was to be set up for him. No testi- 
mony against him was so unrelenting as that of his adult 
daughters’, who urged the prosecution with a vindictiveness as 
great as if the blood in their veins was drawn from the most 
opposite sources. : 

An attempt was made by the expert testimony, to show that 
the violent conduct of Hopp for ten years before the homicide 
was purely the result of a delusion; that, dating from about 
the time of the arbitration, he was an insane man; that his 
insanity was evidently hereditary, though induced by the illness 
of which mention has been made; that his delusion having 
assumed the form it did, was merely accidental, and that it was 
no more strange in him to have accused an innocent woman of 
promiscuous intercourse with chance-comers to the house, than 
are the innumerable other forms which the mysterious disease 
of insanity perpetually puts on. The cool-blooded atrocity of 
the act of homicide, and the indifference and self-justification of 
its perpetrator were shown to be strictly in accordance with the 
nature of mental disease, as it existed in the prisoner; that, 
believing her continuance in guilt was more to be deplored than 
her death, he become her executioner, and, by the perverted 
operation of his reasoning powers, he expected justification for 
the act he was committing. 

It was urged that the habit of drinking was not the sole cause 
of the homicide, as contended for ‘by the prosecution, but a 
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mere incident, having, quite likely, little or nothing to do with 
the disease; that, had his conduct proceeded from indulgence 
in liquor alone, he would have shown quarrelsome and violent 
dispositions toward others as well as his unoffending wife; that 
the special terms which he invariably used toward her were 
significant of the singleness of the idea under which he existed; 
that, had the fatal blow been struck as the mere impulse of a 
drunken fit, the consequences of what he had done would have 
so shocked him as to have driven the fumes of liquor from his 
brain at once, and produce a paroxysm of remorse, while his 
whole demeanor, from that time till the inquest, was that of 
indifference and self-justification. 

It was further shown that the change which took place in the 
mind of the prisoner when his wife was absent, was one of the 
ordinary phenomena present in all cases of delusion, and in 
accordance with the law of mental disease; that where a delu- 
sion appends to another person, it disappears for the time being 
when the person is out of sight, and the fact of delusion is 
proved by the disappearance or the idea with the disappearance 
of the person to whom it relates. The clearly defined beginning 
of his altered conduct towards his wife, is also cited as one of 
the proofs that his conduct was the resylt of disease, and not of 
intemperate indulgence. It does not appear in any testimony, 
that his treatment of his wife was unkind, till the time of the 
arbitration before alluded to; and yet he was decidedly intem- 
perate many years before that transaction. 

Much stress was laid, in the prosecution, upon the oft-repeated 
declaration, “‘that he never abused his wife except when he was 
in liquor.” This may all be true, and yet, if accepted as a 
bald statement, allows a fatal prejudice to enter into the case. 
It needs no wide experience to show how commonly the ap- 
proach of a fit of paroxysmal insanity is signalled by an inordi- 
nate thirst for artificial stimulants, and how certainly the 
subject of that form of disease will avail himself of them if 
within his reach. William Hopp, with ample means, was always 
prepared thus to feed a natural excitement with an artificial 
one, and he always did so, is merely proof that the coming on 
of the paroxysm was invariably attended with certain irresistable 
cravings. So far from it being a fact, that the homicide was 
merely the result of this indulgence, the theory is by no means 
untenable that the habit of drinking actually postponed the 
fatal tragedy, upon the well-known principle in mental philoso- 

_phy, that the purposes of the will are dissipated and made 
ineffective under the diffusive tendencies of alcoholic stimulants, 
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In all human probability, in this instance, the fixed purpose of 
the lunatic was sometimes lost sight of in the windy brawl of 
the drunkard. 

The charge of Judge Manierre is worthy of being quoted at 
considerable length. Viewed in the light of an attempt to make 
a difficult subject understood by a jury of plain men, it is cer- 
tainly a success. Though there are many ideas in it at which 
exception would be taken, it has certainly the merit of great 
lucidity, and stands in striking contrast with the ‘muddle”’ 
uttered from the bench in the case of Real, quoted in the last 
Journal of Insanity. It may be remarked, that some of the 
former expositions of the law of insanity promulgated by Judge 
Manierre, especially in the Green case, tried in Chicago some 
eight years ago, entitle his views to high consideration, and 
will be regarded, even by those who differ in some of them, with 
sincere respect. It should be explained that during the trial, 
the usual passage-at-arms took place between the counsel for 
the prosecution and a witness expert, on the subject of moral 
insanity—wholly foreign to the points of the case, and intended 
for mere effect. The somewhat lengthened discussion of this 
subject may have led the Court to the frequent allusions to it, 
which appear in the remarks from the bench:— 


REMARKS IN GENERAL. 


“‘A crime,” says Judge Manierre, “is defined as a violation 
of a public law, in the commission of which there shall be an 
union of act and intention. Intention is manifested by the 
circumstances surrounding the act, indicating its motive or 
object, and the sound mind and discretion of the accused. A 
person shall be considered of sound mind who is neither an idiot 
nor lunatic, nor affected with insanity, who has a knowledge 
and consciousness of the distinction between good and evil. In 
this case, the homicide is admitted, but the accused alleges that 
at the time of the commission of the act his mind was so affected. 
with insanity, that his moral sense and will were subjected by 
it, and he was oblivious to the moral quality of the act. The 
law presumes the sanity of every person charged with a criminal 
act, and that such act is the result of volition influenced by 
motives acting upon the mind. Hence the burden of overcoming 
this presumption rests upon the accused; but when insanity is 
satisfactorily shown, it is the duty of the jury to acquit, as in 
such case there is an absence of intention which is essential to 
a criminal act. 

“Insanity is, generally, classified into moral and intellectual, 
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and is either general or partial. Moral insanity consists in a 
disorder of the moral affections and propensities without any 
symptom of delusion or error impressed upon the understand- 
ing. Intellectual insanity is a disorder of the intellect, and 
is characterized by delusion or hallucination of mind, mani- 
festing itself either in the belief of things naturally impossible, 
or of facts so implorable when considered in connection with 
the evidence upon which the belief is formed that no person in 
his senses could believe them. But these general definitions 
do not afford to the unprofessional mind a sufficiently clear and 
comprehensive idea of insanity thus classified and defined, to 
enable it to apprehend those distinctions of science and law 
which are necessary to the formation of a judgment in this 
case. And it is due to the accused when such tremendous 
issues are involved as here, that those distinctions should be 
marked and defined with the utmost care and exactness by the 
court. 

‘The mind, in its more general sense, includes not only the 
powers of the understanding, as perception, reflection, imag- 
ination, memory, will, and judgment, but also the moral sense 
or conscience, and the disposition, propensities, affections, and 
passions. ‘The passions, inclinations, and propensities indicate 
the state or impulses of the mind, and constitute what are 
termed the moral powers, as contradistinguished from the 
intellectual. The action of the intellect can only manifest 
itself to the observation of others through the action or conduct 
of the individual. All actions proceed from the passions or 
from motives acting upon the mind and influencing the judg- 
ment and will. We judge of the character of a man by his 
conduct, and as that is regulated by just or evil impulses, we 
determine the moral constitution of his mind. When, therefore, 
we speak of the moral powers, we are understood to refer to 
the propensities, disposition, or temper of the mind; whilst on 
the other hand, when we speak of the intellectual powers, we 
refer to the faculties of judgment, will, and conscience. 

“Thus constituted, man is regarded by law as a free moral 
agent, endowed with the power of volition or choice among 
different motives presented to the mind, and of determining 
whether his conduct shall be good or evil. It also assumes 
that every man has the power of determining whether an act is 
right or wrong, and that upon the existence of this moral sense 
and freedom of will that all law, human and divine, bases its 
authority and its sanctions. If a man was obliged to do 
exactly what he does—if, in other words, he had no liberty of 
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choice between good and evil, and his judgment and will must 
yield to any motive, impulse or passion acting it—then the 
whole system of criminal jurisprudence is founded upon an 
error, both fundamental and ineradicable. Free and moral 
agency implies the entire subordination of the passions and 
propensities, or moral powers, to the will, and the power of the 
will to control them, and assumes that all the outward acts and 
conduct are directed or suffered by the will, and hence that 
they are voluntary. On this principle, society, in all its rela- 
tions, reposes. It is applied without regard to the moral 
training of the individual in youth, or to irritability of disposition 
arising from disease, or from temper, or passions habitually 
indulged. However perverted the moral sense or strong and 
uncontrollable the passions, the individual is, nevertheless, 
presumed to be possessed of a sense of right and wrong, and 
the power to control the will and to act from choice, and this 
presumption cannot be rebutted by any evidence which fails 
short of proof of insanity. 


OF INTELLECTUAL INSANITY. 


“We may now perceive more clearly what is meant by 
insanity, both mental and moral. And first of intellectual 
insanity :—The characteristic mark of this affection or disorder 
of the intellect, is delusion or hallucination, and is either general 
or partial. In general mania, the hallucination extends to all 
kinds of objects and subjects, and generally manifests itself in 
frenzy or raving madness. In monomania or partial insanity, 
the hallucination is confined to a single object or a small num- 
ber of objects. This is the species with which we have here to 
do. 

“Its true legal characteristic is delusive, or that state of the 
mind which is indicated by a belief in something, in itself, 
morally impossible. As, that trees walk, statues nod; or in 
the belief of a state of facts, in their nature, morally possible, 
but of the existence of which there is an entire absence of all 
reasonable grounds of belief. It also sometimes manifests 
itself in a belief of a direct revelation and of a controlling and 
irresistable sense of obligation to obey the revealed will. 

“This state of the intellect indicates the existence of a dis- 
ease, which, in its effects, subjects the will, judgment, and con- 
science to the imagination with respect to the subject of the 
insane belief. The influence of such belief or delusion over the 
mind is much greater than the power of any conviction or belief 
im the mind of a sane person, and directs and controls the will, 
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judgment, and moral sense with inconcewably greater force. 
The individual thus affected may be able, in most respects, to 
reason correctly on any subject beyond the range of his halluci- 
nation, and be not unfitted for the intelligent care and oversight 
of his business. Nor is the power of judgment and reasoning 
disturbed in any perceptible degree, even with respect to the 
subject of the delusion, as his conduct and reasoning are as 
logical and rational with respect to it as if the facts constituting 
the delusion were real and not imaginary. 

“The law, as well as medical science, recognises all these 
forms of mental insanity, and has certain established principles 
applicable to the subject. For obvious reasons, a higher degree 
of insanity must be shown to absolve a party from the con- 
sequences of criminal acts than to discharge him from the obli- 
gation of his contracts. A man is not to be excused from 
responsibility if he has capacity and reason sufficient to dis- 
tinguish between right and wrong as to the particular act he 
is then doing, a knowledge and a consciousness that the act is 
wrong and criminal. But in these cases it is not deemed 
sufficient that the individual has a general knowledge that the 
act is wrong in its nature, because this general knowledge may 
well consist with delusion as to the moral quality of the act, 
when considered in reference to the person and the circum- 
stances believed to exist, and which in themselves constitute 
the delusion or insanity. There may be insane delusion with 
respect to one’s moral duty under such circumstances, as well 
as in the belief, which is the primary evidence of unsoundness 
of mind. From whatever cause the power of the will or con- 
science may be subjected or perverted by an insane affection, 
self-agency ceases, and acts done under the influence thereof 
are neither criminal nor punishable, because they are not con- 
sidered voluntary. For this reason the law will excuse homicide 
on the ground of partial insanity in the following cases :— 

“‘ First.—When the accused takes life under circumstances 
in which the act would be excusable if the facts constituting 
the delusién had an actual existence, and were not mere hallu- 
cinations, as in defence of life or habitation. 

‘‘ Second.—When the act is done under a delusive belief of 
a Divine command and overruling necessity, or under a control- 
ling sense of moral duty, which deludes and misleads the under- 
standing and conscience with respect to the moral quality of 
the act. 

“ Third.—When the delusion consists in the belief that a 
wrong has been done to the accused in a manner, which, if true 
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as believed, would not excuse homicide, but he is at the time 
of the commission of the act, so affected by the disease as to be 
incapacitated from knowing that he is doing wrong, and is 
unconscious of wrong. But where such knowledge and con- 
sciousness exist, the accused cannot be acquitted on this ground, 
as the act will be treated as one of revenge.” 

Certainly, the above will be accepted as very fair elucidation 
of the principles of mental disease, as they apply to the general 
order of cases. ‘The nature, and especially the force of a delu- 
sion, (expressed in the passage italicized in the re-print,) will 
be regarded as very well conceived, though few will agree in a 
subsequent statement that “a higher degree of insanity must 
be shown to absolve a party from the consequences of criminal 
acts, than to discharge him from the obligation of his contracts.”’ 

The popular idea of “‘moral insanity” is well expressed in 
the following observations. All is certainly conceded which 
the most strenuous advocate of that distinction of a disease can 
desire. The industrious distribution of the ‘“‘ Huntingdon trial” 
—that scientific morceau being the sum total of the literature 
of insanity which many a Western law library can boast—has 
given those who oppose the plea of insanity, indiscriminately, 
some excellent matter for redicule. As before hinted, those 
who now sustain the plea of insanity as witnesses, have to meet 
the broad burlesque on the subject which this book virtually 
amounts to. A proposition was actually made in the Hopp 
trial to quote its medical opinions as the sanctioned views of 
“the doctors!”’ 

OF MORAL INSANITY. 

“As defined by those medical writers who treat this disease, 
it consists in the existence of some of the natural inclinations, 
dispositions, or propensities, in such violence that it is impossi- 
ble not to yield to them. It is attended with no delusion or 
disorder of the mental faculties in any. notable degree, and the 
mind is conscious of right and wrong while under its influence. 
And yet, notwithstanding this consciousness, the mere violence 
of the inclination to commit the act is so great as to overthrow 
all the power of resistance which the mind may be able to 
oppose to it. Under its influence the individual ceases to be 
amoral agent. When manifesting itself in the homicidal form, 
the inclination and desire to kill, is often indiscriminate in its 
violence, sometimes directing itself against the life of persons 
indifferent to the sufferer as well as against objects of affection 
and friendship, and it is impossible for him to restrain the un- 
controllable fierceness of the impulse or desire. The act is 





182 The Chicago Medical Examiner. [Mar. 


never influenced by revenge or any of the passions or a desire 
to gain temporal advantages from the homicide. _It is said to 
overcome the power of self-control, and to act without motive 
of any kind, and frequently without premeditation, and consists 
in the mere violence of the propensity or disposition by which 
the will is overcome. 

“‘Most certainly, if this form of insanity has any existence, 
the doctrine of free agency can have no application to one 
affected with it. It is at least of exceedingly rare occurrence, 
and its manifestations, as it has been observed, bear a striking 
resemblance to crimes. Nevertheless, it is recognized by the 
medical profession, though it has been rejected by the English 
courts of justice as apocryphal. Yet it has been adopted by 
some courts of very high authority in this country, and what 
is of more consequence to us, it is implicitly recognized by the 
Supreme Court of this State in the case of Fisher. It is true 
it was not adopted in that case upon solemn consideration. 
Yet it must be regarded as the law of this case. But in saying 
this, it is my duty to add that it was regarded as so perilous in 
the administration of justice by the Court which first promul- 
gated it as a principle of legal science, as to induce the observa- 
tion, that this mania is dangerous in its relations, and can be 
recognized only in the plainest cases. It ought to be shown to 
have been habitual, or at least to have evinced itself in more 
than a single instance, or from its circumstances to bear un- 
mistakable marks of instinctive and uncontrollable impulse. 
‘Where this affection is alleged,”’ says Dr. Ray, whose authority 
is one of the chief supports of this opinion, “in excuse for 
crime, it must be proved, first, that it was really present; 
second, that it had arrived at that stage in which its impulses 
are irresistable; thirdly, that it should be the exclusive cause 
of the criminal act. 

‘Governed by these rules there can be but little difficulty in 
determining the presence or absence of this disorder when it 
exists, and is really the cause of the criminal act, as it may be 
said that there can be no reliable case of moral insanity where 
any strong motive, or passion, or other exciting or adequate 
motive is found in the evidence. Hence, where the criminal 
act can be traced to a desire of gain, or to hatred, revenge, 
jealousy, or any other strong passion, excited by drunkenness, 
the act must be ascribed to such motive or impulse, and not to 
that irresistable impulse which is said to constitute the distin- 
guishing characteristic of the disease.”’ 

Truly unfortunate has it been for our professional specialty, 
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that the term “moral insanity” has ever had mention. The 
phrase itself is a luckless invention, not only liable to an infini- 
tude of misconception, but conveying ideas calculated wholly 
to mislead. It is as if there was some separate kind of insanity, 
located in some terra incognita which no man has yet discovered, 
wholly independent of the brain or any of its functions or oper- 
ations. What is its seat or what are the organs of its abode or 
production, are questions which those who employ the term are 
themselves puzzled to answer. It does not seem to be considered 
by those who give currency to the expression that the whole 
idea implies another centre of sensations, emotions, or passions, 
than their legitimate one, the brain. 

In the first place, it may seriously be questioned whether 
such a case as is usually described to set forth the idea, is ever 
actually seen. Experience brings before the mind a multitude 
of cases, not actually realizing the full idea, but which are close 
approximations to it. Now it is this close resemblance between 
cases which do exist and a certain ideal of disease borne in the 
imagination which leads us astray. The small difference which 
does exist between the case which every one has in hand and 
the ideal one, is always enough to destroy the value of the 
instance. 

It has always seemed as if all that is included in the idea of 
moral insanity, might be better disposed of by a closer reference 
to phenomena of insanity which are of every day occurrence. 
Every one realizes how few of the delusions of the insane mind 
are ever revealed, and how readily they are revealed under one 
set of circumstances and concealed under others. All insane 
asylums abound in cases of unquestionable mental disease, where 
its palpable manifestations are so slight that the unskilled ob- 
server would doubt its existence. A certain suspicious reserve, 
a mysterious shyness of manner, some haughtiness of bearing, 
or some thing marked and singular in gait, or tone of voice, 
some strange attachment to a particular seat, or special stress 
applied to the doing of some trivial act, may be all that distin- 
guishes the individual from other men. Yet one guided by 
experience has no hesitation in declaring such cases to be 
instances of latent delusion; and is prepared for the sudden 
exhibition of extreme or violent acts of which, any of these 
almost unobserved antecedent peculiarities furnish the explana- 
tory key. In such cases, the extent of the disease is not at all 
measured by what appears on the surface. 

The delusion which has possession of the mind may even 
have no outward form of manifestation whatever, that can be 
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detected, and yet may give rise to all those singular, inexpli- 
cable, and perhaps violent acts, which a failure to explain by 
any anterior indications of delusion has styled moral insanity. 
It is very easy, especially with those much conversant with the 
insane, to conceive a case possessing all the attributes assigned 
to the form of disease here called in question; but before 
admitting any sueh case as an existing fact, the possibility of a 
latent delusion underlying its characteristic perversities of con- 
duct should be deeply considered. 

It may be said, in reply to this view of the subject, that it 
assigns to delusion too indispensable a place in all cases of 
insanity, whereas it is well known that in many cases of even 
partial mania no such feature is believed to exist. This does 
not necessarily follow. Delusion among the insane may be 
supposed to bear about the same relative part in their unnat- 
ural acts that a well defined motive does in the acts of those 
who reason correctly. Persons possessed of reason perform 
the larger portion of their acts from no actually considered 
motive of which they are conscious. Acts are done from an 
impulse which is, after all, the result of some former reasoning 
process. So the phenomena of moral insanity, so called, may 
follow some former delusive process of thought of which the 
individual himself has no consciousness, and which, of course, 
no skill of another can detect. If this explanation is not in all 
cases satisfactory, it at least has the merit of enabling us to 
pass a stumbling-block now almost invariably thrown in our 
way whenever we appear in court. 

THE PEOPLE'S INSTRUCTIONS. 

“In applying the principles of the law of insanity as thus 
defined, to the particular circumstances of this case, the Court 
instructs the jury on the part of the People, and in their behalf, 
that if they believe from the evidence: 

“ First.—That the mind of the accused was affected with 
insanity, only while in a state of drunkenness, and that with a 
knowledge of this predisposition and of right and wrong, the 
accused voluntarily put himself in that state and committed the 
act with which he is charged, the act in that case is criminal in 
the same degree as if there had been no predisposition to insanity 
when under the influence of drunkenness. 

*¢ Second.—That even though the jury should find that the 
accused was affected with insanity by reason of a delusion in 
regard to his wife’s fidelity, yet if they further find that at the 
time he committed the act he had a perfect knowledge of right 
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and wrong with respect to the act itself, and was under no 
delusion with respect to its moral quality, then the law regards 
him as a moral agent in the commission of the crime and subject 
to its penalty. 

“ Third.—That insanity produced immediately by intoxica- 
tion does not destroy responsibility, and if the jury find from 
the evidence that the accused, while sane and responsible, 
voluntarily intoxicated himself, and in that state committed 
the act, they will find him guilty. 

“ Fourth.—That if the jury believe from the evidence that 
the accused, when free from the influence of intoxicating drinks 
was uniformly sane and rational, and forbore all violence 
towards his wife, and that for a series of years prior to the 
commission of the act in question, he was accustomed, in fits of 
intoxication, to use violence upon her, and knew that such 
violence was the immediate result of such intoxication, and 
that having such knowledge he voluntarily made himself intox- 
icated on the day of the homicide charged in the indictment, 
and that such act was the immediate result of such intoxication, 
then the defendent is responsible for the crime, although he 
might have been laboring under some insane delusion at the 
time. 

“ Fifth.—That if the act was done by the accused under the 
influence of passions excited by drunkenness, or jealousy, or 
hatred, without provocation on the part of the deceased, or 
any danger to life or limb, that in that case the accused is not 
entitled to be excused from the consequences of the act on the 
ground of moral insanity, however strong or irresistable the 
passion may have been under which the act was perpetrated. 

“ Sixth.—That if the jury find that the accused was actuated 
by malice, jealousy, or other feeling of hatred, or from passions 
excited by drunkenness, at the time of the killing, then he is 
guilty of the crime of murder, though the jury may find that 
he was affected with insane delusion with respect to his wife’s 
chastity.” 

_ Now, this will certainly be regarded, in view of some points 
in the evidence, as rather hard measure for the prisoner. The 
second and fourth parts of the instructions must bear upon the 
accused with little less than fatal effect. Granting the great 
material fact that the prisoner is an insane man, it hangs his 
only hope upon what a jury may conceive to be a “perfect 
knowledge of right and wrong with respect to the act itself.” 
The effect of this position is to show that a mind may be radi- 
cally diseased, and yet, upon the very point on which it is dis. 
12a 
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eased, a nice and logical reasoning may, and indeed does, go on 
as to the quality of the act being done. It forces the prisoner 
to become a casuist while pressing forward to a violent act, 
under the irresistable control of an insane delusion. If Hopp 
believed, on grounds insanely wrong, that his wife was wickedly 
unfaithful—bringing ruin and perdition on herself, and disgrace 
on her family—and regarded her death as necessary, and, as 
he informs the by-standers after the fatal blow had been struck, 
“meditated for ten years,’ could he have had “a_ perfect 
knowledge of right and wrong with respect to the act itself,” 
as we understand the general ability of an insane mind to 
compass such knowledge? 

The effect of setting aside the actual degree of the mental 
disease as a measurement of criminal responsibility, and sub- 
stituting a fancied perverted use of the canons of good logic, 
as applied to some unnatural transaction, is seen at once. ‘The 
fatal tendency of allowing a certain knowledge of right and 
wrong in regard to the acts of the accused to set aside any 
extent of insanity without that knowledge, is clearly shown in 
this case. When the delusion was lifted from his mind, by the 
absence of the object of it, as an inducement to procure her 
return, he actually acknowledges the wrong of his ill-treatment, 
attributes it to liquor, and promises, under oath, to drink no 
more. Yet who does not see how unjust to the prisoner is this 
self-conception of his wrong when it is viewed by others in 
connection with his disease? In the “good time coming” we 
shall probably have done with all this, and deal more with the 
simple question of the actuality and degree of the insanity, and 
of the disjointing of the reasoning processes generally. 


INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE DEFENSE. 


“And the Court, on the part and behalf of the accused, 
further instructs the jury :— 

“‘ First.—That if they believe from the evidence that the 
accused was at the time of the killing not drunk, but laboring 
under a fixed and insane delusion as to his wife’s infidelity and 
want of virtue, and that such delusion operated so powerfully 
upon his understanding and will as to render him incapable of 
perceiving or being sensible of the moral quality of the act, or 
knowing and acting upon the principle of right and wrong, in 
relation to the act, then such insanity entitles him to an 
acquittal on the ground that he was not a free moral agent. 

_ “Second.—That if they believe from the evidence that the 
act of killing was the offspring and consequence of insanity in 
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the accused, and not induced by drunkenness, hatred or malice, 
and that such insanity was the offspring of delusion in regard 
to his wife’s chastity, and so great as to overcome the will and 
obliterate all consciousness of right and wrong with respect to 
the act, or induced a fixed and insane belief that%its commission 
was one of duty, then the jury should acquit,"‘although they 
may believe that the accused was capable of reasoning correctly, 
and impressed with clear perceptions of rightfand wrong,‘with 
respect to the act of killing in general. 

“ Third.—That if they believe from the evidence that at the 
time of the commission of the act charged, the mind of the 
accused was laboring under an insane delusion caused by dis- 
ease and not excited by drunkenness, with respect to the exist- 
ence of facts, which if true would excuse homicide—as that a 
known felony was about to be committed—and that overcome 
and impelled by such delusion the accused took the life of the 
deceased to prevent, in his insane belief the commission of the 
felony, then the act of killing must be considered the direct 
effect of disease and not of a mind capable of volition or choice. 

“ Fourth.—That if they believe from the evidence, that the 
homicide committed by the prisoner was not the act of a man 
operated upon by motives and governed by the will, but the 
result of a mere uncontrollable impulse, communicated to his 
mind from insanity of the moral powers, and not by motives of 
hatred, jealousy, or drunkennesss, or other passion impelling 
to the act, then the act was one of moral insanity. But in 
determining this question, the jury should have reference to 
the more exact definition of moral insanity given in previous 
instructions on this subject. 

“ Fifth.—That if they find from the evidence that at the 
time of the killing, the mind of the accused was affected with 
insanity caused by disease, and that the act was the effect of 
such insanity and not of passions or insane delusions resulting 
direct from voluntary drunkenness, then the defendent stands 
excused on the ground of insanity. But in such case the jury 
must be satisfied that the insanity was of such a nature as to 
obscure the mind with respect to the moral quality of the act 
or induce the belief that it was necessary in self-defence; for 
though insane delusion may have porrsrn § yet if it was not of 
such a character as will excuse homicide, the accused is not 
entitled to an acquittal on that ground. 

“ Sixth.—That if they find that at the time of the homicide 
the accused was affected with such insanity as would excuse 
from the consequences of acts otherwise criminal, then the 
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homicide is excusable on the ground of insanity, though the 
jury may believe from the evidence that such insanity was occa- 
sioned by past excesses of drunkenness. Where a person is 
insane he is not responsible criminally, although such insanity 
be remotely caused by indulgence in spirituous liquors. But it 
is otherwise if he is intoxicated at the time, and his insanity or 
delirium is the direct and immediate effect of such intoxication. 

““Seventh.—That if the jury are convinced from the evidence, 
that the killing was the immediate effect of an insane delusion, 
concerning his wife’s chastity, so affecting his mind as to con- 
trol the will and obscure his perception of right and wrong with 
respect to the act, and that such state of mind was not the effect 
of passions excited by ardent spirits, then the act is excusable 
on the ground of insanity, though he may have been drinking. 

3ut the conviction of the mind on this point should be clear, 
and care should be taken not to confound passions excited by 
liquor with those which are the natural effects of insanity. For 
if insanity existed, but would not have manifested itself in homi- 
cide if it had not been stimulated by excitements caused by 
liquor, then the act is not excusable on the ground of insanity. 
But if the jury can reconcile the evidence tending to prove 
drunkenness, with a conviction drawn from the evidence that 
the act was one of insanity and not the effect of drunkenness, 
it is their duty to refer the act to insanity, and acquit the 
prisoner on that ground. 

“ Highth.—That if the jury shall find that the accused, before 
the commission of the act, was affected with insanity of a nature 
to obscure and overcome his moral perceptions with respect to 
the act committed, then the burden of proof is upon the prose- 
cution to show that he was not affected with such insanity at 
the time of the killing.” 

An examination of the above will show how little the accused 
has to hope from any instructions which will not recognize the 
disease and the vicious habit as two incidents, to be separately 
considered. The first section, for instance, can be of no effect, 
because the defence does not deny the fact of the drinking on 
the day of the homicide, probably to the extent even of intoxi- 
cation. The insanity and the drunkenness are put too much in 
the light of incompatable states to enable the idea of the former 
much to-aid the accused. The fatal idea that the prisoner was 
either insane or drunk, was that which a juryman, not much in 
the habit of thinking, would most likely entertain; and the in- 
structions of the Court fail to give the prisoner all the advant- 
age which his defence claimed for him in not recognizing drunk- 
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enness as possible to be superadded to insanity, and allowing 
the onus of the crime to fall upon the permanent state, and not 
upon the accidental one. The references to the condition of 
drunkenness through the following sections of the chapter, ex- 
cept the last, sustain the same connection of the two ideas, and 
allow the mind the easy duty of merely holding the two states 
as incompatible—connecting the one always with the idea of 
guilt, and the other only with the possible one of innocence. If 
the idea of the eighth section had been the leading one through 
all the instructions to the jury, it is evident that a new com- 
plexion would have been given to the case. 

It is an unfortunate omission in these instructions that the 
minds of the jury were not as much carried back to the idea of 
premeditation as the evidence warranted, but allowed to con- 
template the act as one of impulse merely. In what does the 
actual guilt of the crime of murder consist? Not alone, or 
principally even, in striking the blow that deprives of life, but 
in that premeditation which resolves on, and shapes the manner 
of the deed. The law recognizes this by holding him guilty 
who aids or countenances this premeditation of a crime. Now, 
taking the prisoner’s solemn declaration, an hour after this 
homicide, it had been the intention for years. That deliberate 
purpose could not have been the effect of drunkenness; and if 
not, what was it but insanity? 


CONCLUDING INSTRUCTIONS. 


“Jn conclusion, the Court instructs the jury, that it is their 
duty to give a careful consideration to all the facts and opinions 
in proof, throwing light upon the insanity of the prisoner at the 
time in question. On this subject, medical opinions and evi- 
dences are entitled to attentive and respectful consideration. 
And if the act is proved to the satisfaction of the jury, by the 
weight and preponderance of the evidence, to have been one of 
insanity only, the prisoner is entitled to an acquittal, though 
that defence should not be proven beyond all reasonable doubt. 

Whatever of criticism may have been bestowed on any of 
these preceding observations, the italicised portion of the above 
is a concession to the plea of insanity that will certainly procure 
for Judge Manierre the regard of those entrusted with the in- 
terests of the insane. It is the first time, to our knowledge, 
that insanity has been allowed the same privilege as actual 
crime, in having the “ benefit of a doubt.” Hitherto, while all 
doubt in ordinary criminal prosecutions enured to the prisoner’s 
benefit, doubts in regard to sanity did those who denied it in 
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plea, no good whatever. The proof of insanity must be posi- 
tive, or else was set aside as of no sort of weight. Slight 
though this enunciation may be, it should be treasured as the 
dawn of new and better things in this department of jurispru- 
dence. 

The prisoner was convicted of murder, though it is believed 
that another trial may be had. 


Editorial. 


ILLINOIS STATE MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Illinois State Medical 
Society convened in the Old Presbyterian Church, in Jackson- 
ville, at ten o'clock A.M., of May 5th, 1863. 

The meeting was called to order by Dr. D. Prince, Chairman 
of the Committee of Arrangements, and in the absence of the 
President and permanent Secretary, Dr. H. Noble, of Hey- 
worth, was appointed temporary Chairman, and Dr. M. Shep- 
herd, temporary Secretary. 

The Committee of Arrangements reported the following dele- 
gates and new members present, viz.: 


Dr. A. McFarland, of Jacksonville, Illinois, 
“ J. M. Steele, of Grandview, Illinois, 
“ F. B. Haller, of Vandalia, as 

M. Shepherd, of Payson, “ 

A. H. Luce, of Bloomington, 

H. Noble, of Heyworth, 

N. English, of Jacksonville, 

H. Jones, of “ 

D. Prince, of a 

J. Frazer, of Howard’s Point, Illinois, 
N. Wright, of Chatham, " 
W. M. Landon, of Burton, 

R. E. McVey, of Waverly, 
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** B. Wilson, of Chambersburg, Illinois, 
“Josh. Rhoads, of Jacksonville, 
“ A. P. Tenney, of " % 


Dr. Prince, in behalf of the Committee of Arrangements, 
submitted the following order of business : 

First day, morning session devoted to business. Afternoon 
session, from 2 to 4 o’clock, devoted to business. At 4 o'clock 
P.M., visit the Institution for the Blind. 

Second day, morning session devoted to business. 2 o'clock 
P.M., dine at the Hospital for the Insane. 4 o'clock P.M., 
visit the Asylum for the Deaf and Dumb. 

Dr. A. H. Luce moved the appointment of a committee of 
one from each county represented, to nominate officers for the 
ensuing year. 

Pending this motion the following additional members arrived 
and took their seats, viz.: 

Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, Illinois, 

“ K. L. Holmes, a“ - 

“ J. H. Hollister, <“ 6 

“ FE. Andrews, “6 sé 

“ J. R. Askew, of Jacksonville, Illinois. 


The motion of Dr. Luce was then adopted, and the following 
Committee on Nominations appointed, viz.: 
Dr. F. B. Haller, of Fayette county, Illinois, 
A. H. Luce, of McLean ‘“ " 
E. Andrews, of Cook 
M. Shepherd, of Adams 
N. Wright, of Sangamon 
A. McFarland, of Morgan 
B. Wilson, of Pike 
J. M. Steele, of Edgar 
The Minutes of the last Annual Meeting were read by the 
permanent Secretary, N. S. Davis, and approved. 
An invitation to visit the Illinois Institution for the Blind, at ’ 
4 o'clock P.M., was received from Dr. Joshua Rhoads, Super- 
intendant, and accepted by a vote of the Society. 
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Reports from Standing Committees were called for, and the 
committees called in order as follows: 
Committee on Practical Medicine. No report. 
do on Drugs and Medicines. No report. 
do on Obstetrics. No report. 


Committee on Surgery being called, in the absence of the 
Chairman, Dr. A. W. Heise, Dr. E. Andrews stated that he 
had partially prepared a report, an abstract of which he would 
present during the afternoon session. 

Dr. D. W. Stormont, formerly of Grandview, Chairman of 
the Committee on Registration of Births, Marriages and Deaths, 
sent the following report, which was read by the Secretary, viz: 


The Committee on the Registration Law would report, that 
early in January the petition of this Society and a bill for a 
law, were forwarded to Hon. T. A. Marshall. They were pre- 
sented to the Senate, and referred to the Committee on Judici- 
ary, where they still remain in spite of all our entreaties. 

In the present distracted condition of the country, we can- 
not recommend any measures as likely to be efficient in securing 
the passage of this law. Hygeia is deposed; Mars now reigns 
supreme. Perhaps at our next annual meeting this condition 
of things will be reversed. 

Respectfully submitted, D. W. STORMONT, 


Chairman Com. 


On motion of Dr. IF. B. Haller, the report was accepted and 
the committee discharged. ) 

Dr. D. Prince, Chairman of the Committee to petition the 
Legislature in favor of provisions for the training of idiotic and 
imbecile children, reported, that in consequence of the condition 
of the country, nothing had been done by the committee during 
the past year. On motion of Dr. Hollister, the committee was 
continued. 

Dr. E.' L. Holmes, in behalf of the Committee on Prize 
Essays, reported, that the only paper in the hands of the Com- 
mittee was the one referred to at the last meeting; and on it he 
was not authorized to report by the other members of the Com- 
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mittee. On motion the Committee was requested to complete 
the examination of said paper, and report the result to the 
Committee of Publication, as early as possible. 

The annual report of the Treasurer, Dr. J. W. Freer, was 
presented by Dr. Holmes, accepted and referred to an auditing 
committee, consisting of Drs. E. Andrews, E. L. Holmes, and 
F. B. Haller. 

Dr. J. D. Grissim, of Jacksonville, was proposed for perma- 
nent membership, by Dr. N. English, and unanimously elected. 

On motion the Society adjourned to 2 o’clock P.M. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 


Dr. Noble, temporary Chairman, called the Society to order 
at 2 o’clock P.M. 

The Committee on Nominations made the following report, 
which was accepted, and the officers named unanimously elected: 


OFFICERS. 


For President.—Dr. A. McFaruanp, of Jacksonville. 

For Vice-Presidents.—Dr. A. H. Luce, of Bloomington; Dr. 
A. Frazer, of Howard’s Point. 

For Treasurer.—Dr. J. H. Houutster, of Chicago. 

Committee on Practical Medicine.—Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chi- 
cago; Dr. T. D. Wasusurn, of Hillsboro; Dr. C. R. Park, 
of Bloomington. 

Committee on Drugs and Medicines.—Dr. F. K. Batury, of 
Joliet; R. G. Laueuurn, of Hayworth; F. R. Parnz, of 
Marshall. 

Committee on Obstetrics.—Dr. DeLaskie MILuEr, Chicago; 
Dr. J. M. Steeiz, Grandview; Dr. A. H. Luce, Bloomington. 

Committee on Surgery.—Dr. E. AnprEws, Chicago; Dr. 8. 
W. Nosie, LeRoy; Dr. F. B. Hatter, Vandalia. 

The Chairman appointed Drs. Steele, Luce, and Hollister, a 
committee to conduct the officers elect to their places. 

Dr. E. Andrews, from the Committee on Surgery, read an 
abstract of his report, which was accepted and the report referred 
to the Committee of Publication. 


Dr. D. Prince read a very interesting paper on “ Delayed 
13 . 
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Union of Fractures of the Bones.” Also, remarks on ampu- 
tations, ctc., comparing the advantages of circular and flap 
operations, especially in military surgery. Remarks in reference 
to certain points in the paper, were made by Drs. E. Andrews, 
and J. H. Hollister. 

Adjourned to the Blind Asylum, and to evening session at’ 
74 o'clock. 

EVENING SESSION. 

Society was called to order by the temporary Chairman, at 
Th o'clock P.M. Dr. A. McFarland, the President elect of the 
Society, was conducted to the chair by the committee. On 
taking his official position, Dr. McFarland accepted the office 
in a brief but very appropriate address, welcoming the members 
cordially to the hospitalities of the city of Jacksonville. 

The paper read by Dr. D. Prince being under consideration, 
it was further discussed by Dr. Andrews, particularly in 1efer- 
ence to the comparative value of resections and amputations of 


the shoulder and elbow, showing by statistics, that resections of 
these joints was attended by less mortality than the amputa- 


tions. Resections of the femur uniformly fatal. Resections 
of the knee-joint yet doubtful in its results. Dr. Prince con- 
tinued the discussion in explanation of the causes which render 
resections of the shoulder and elbow more safe than amputation. 
It was because such resections caused less wounding of the soft 
areolar tissues than amputations would. But in most cases of 
wounds of the knee-joint, the resections must cause more injury 
of that class of tissues than amputation of the thigh a little 
above. 

On motion of Dr. Hollister, the paper of Dr. Prince was 
accepted and referred to the Committee of Publication. 

The Society was invited to hold its next meeting at Chicago 
and also at Quincy. 

Dr. E. L. Holmes read an interesting report on Diseases of 
the Eye; relating particularly to the cases of catarrhal ophthal- 
mia. Dry air, severe winds, dust in the atmosphere, and con- 
tagion were mentioned as the causes of chief importance. 
Sympathetic ophthalmia, or that which is induced in one eye 
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by severe injury previously to the other eye, is of the most 
dangerous and persistent character. Recommended early ex- 
tirpation of the injured eye as a preventive. Also related three 
cases in which chloroform produced unpleasant effects, but no 
deaths. Glaucoma was commented on somewhat in detail. 
' Qn motion of Dr. H. Noble, the report was accepted, and, 
after a brief discussion by Dr. B. Wilson, Dr. J. M. Steele, Dr. 
Prince, Dr. Haller, and Dr. Frazer, it was referred to the 
Committee of Publication. 


Dr. N. 8S. Davis, in behalf of the Publishing Committee, 
submitted the following report, viz. : 


REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PUBLICATION, 1861. 


As soon as the papers read at the meeting of the Society in 
May, 1860, could be collected, the Transactions were put to 
press. Owing to the unusual length of the report on Surgery, 
it was evident that if the whole expense of publication was in- 
curred by the Committee, it would much exceed the amount of 
funds in the hands of the Treasurer of the Society. ‘T'o avoid 
this result as far as possible, the undersigned caused a large 
part of the matter contained in the Transactions to be first 
published in the Chicago Medical Examiner, by which, the ex- 
pense of setting the type was saved to the Society. Notwith- 
standing every effort, however, to reduce the cost of publication 
of the Transactions, the sum exceeded the amount in the 
treasury, as shown in the Treasurer’s Report. 

The number of copies published was 300, containing 226 
pages each, at a cost of $192.00. Sixty copies have been dis- . 
tributed to such members as were entitled to the same by the 
payment of their annual assessment, twenty copies have been 
sent to medical journals and other State medical societies, and 
thirty copies were brought here for the use of members at this 
meeting, leaving in possession of the Society about 175 copies 
for further use. At the meeting in 1860, the Secretary was 
requested to have a revised copy of the Constitution and By- 
Laws re-published with the Transactions; but owing to the 
insufficiency of the funds they were omitted. As the previously 
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published copies are nearly exhausted, it is suggested that they 
be published with the Transactions of the present meeting. 
The present indebtedness of the Society for printing, as shown 
by the Treasurer’s Report, is $70.50. The Secretary has ad- 
vanced $4.69 in prepaying postage on copies of Transactions 
already distributed, and which he freely donates to the Society. 
In notifying the present meeting, care was also taken to send 
notices to each individual member whose name was in the pre- 
ceeding volume of Zransactions, and to all members of commit- 
tees. All of which is respectfully submitted in behalf of the 
Publishing Committee by 


N. S. DAVIS, Permanent Sec’y. 


May 5th, 1863. 


On motion of Dr. J. M. Steele, the report was accepted and 
approved, and the thanks of the Society tendered to the 
Secretary for the judicious manner in which he had discharged 
the duties of the Publishing Committee. 

Drs. C. A. Fisher and C. H. Knight, of Jacksonville, were 
proposed for permanent membership, by Dr. D. Prince, and 
unanimously elected. Dr. M. T. DeWitt, of Whitehall, was 
also proposed by Dr. D. Prince, and unanimously elected. Dr. 
G. W. Albin, of Neoga, was proposed by F. B. Haller, and 
elected unanimously. 

On motion the Society adjourned until 8 o’clock in the 
morning. 

SECOND DAY.—MORNING SESSION. 


The President in the chair called the meeting to order at 8} 
o’clock A.M. Secretary read the minutes of yesterday, which 
were accepted and approved. Committee on nominations made 
the following report, which was accepted and adopted :— 


The Committee on Nominations report the assessment for 
this year to be two dollars for each member. For place of next 
meeting, Chicago; for time, the first Tuesday in May. For 
Committee of Arrangements, Drs. M. O. Heydock, Thomas 
Bevan, E. L. Holmes, Chas. G. Smith, S. Wickersham, J. W. 
Freer, J. H. Hollister. For Assistant Sec., H. W. Jones. 
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The following additional gentlemen were proposed as perma- 
nent members, by Dr. D. Prince, and unanimously elected, viz. : 
C. M. Robertson, of Tallula, Menard county, and Hiram R. 
Jones, of Jacksonville. 

Dr. D. Prince was appointed a special committee to report, 
at the next annual meeting, on Orthopeedic Surgery. 

Dr. N. S. Davis offered the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, That in compliance with the invitation of the Fac- 
ulty of the Chicago Medical College, and Medical Department 
of the Lind University, the President of this Society, shall 
appoint a board of three Censors, to attend the examination of 
candidates for graduation at the public annual commencements 
in that institution, and to participate in such examinations | by 
questions and votes. 

Resolved, That the Society publish, in the preface and title 
page of the next volume of Transactions, an explanation of 
the omission of two years in the meetings and doings of the 
Society. 

Dr. H. Noble read an interesting paper on the Nature and 
Treatment of Typhoid Fever, which was accepted and discussed 
by Dr. D. Prince, who stated that in the Army of Virginia, 
quinine was never found beneficial, and was sometimes injurious 
in true typhoid fever. 

The reading of Dr. Noble’s report was followed by a very 
interesting discussion on the treatment of typhoid fever, which 
was participated in by Drs. Prince, Davis, Steele, Andrews, 
and Noble, at the close of which, the report was referred to 
the Committee of Publication. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, the Society proceeded to the election 
of fifteen delegates, to represent it in the approaching meeting 
of the American Medical Association. The following named 
gentlemen were duly elected, viz. :— 

M. Shepherd, of Payson; J. M. Steele, of Grandview; F. B. 
Haller, of Vandalia; David Prince, of Jacksonville; H. Noble, 
of Heyworth; Lucius Clark, of Rockford; A. H. Luce, of 
Bloomington; John Tenbrook, of Paris; M. F. Dewitt of 





198 The Chicago Medical Examiner. [Mar. 


Whitehall; F. R. Payne, of Marshall; L. L. Todd, of Paris; 
N. Wright, of Chatham; 8. W. Noble, of LeRoy; Samuel 
Thompson, of Albion; A. J. Crane, of Decatur. 

Dr. Hollister offered the following resolution which was 
unanimously adopted :— 

Resolved, that we tender to those of our members serving as 
medical officers in the Army, and now absent in the field, 
assurances of our kind remembrance of their humane labors and 
personal sacrifices; that we congratulate them upon their being 
able to contribute services so valuable to a cause so noble, and 
that we join with them in earnest desires, and personal efforts 
if need be, for the early restoration of peace and the integrity 
of the entire Union. 

Dr. M. Shepherd proposed the following resolution, which 
was adopted :— 

Resolved, that Prof. Davis, if not incompatible with his other 
duties, be requested by this meeting to write an essay upon the 
Deleterious Effects of the use of Tobacco upon the Human 
System, and especially upon the example and bad taste of the 
members of our profession who habitually use it. 

At half-past twelve o’clock, the Society adjourned to the 
Hospital for the Insane, where they were cordially received by 
the superintendent, Dr. A. McFarland, and his assistant, Dr. 
Tenny. ‘The superintendent briefly explained the rules for the 
admission of patients, the system of management adopted in 
in every department, the number of patients at present in the 
institution, and the whole number received since it was establish- 
ed. The company then sat down to an excellent dinner, after 
which, they were conducted through all the wards for patients, 
and all the departments of husbandry connected with the out- 
door management of the extensive grounds connected with the 
hospital. Everything, within and without, was found to exhibit 
the most perfect order and the highest degree of good taste and 
skill on the part of the superintendent. After completing the 
examination of the premises, the party assembled in the 
reception-room, and were called to order by Dr. A. H. Luce, 
Vice-President. Dr. McFarland read a very interesting paper 
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on “Minor Mental Maladies,” which was received and referred 
to the Committee of Publication, and a vote of thanks tendered 
to the author. 

At four o’clock P.M., the members of the Society again took 
the omnibuses and proceeded to the Institution for the education 
of the deaf and dumb. Here, as in other public institutions, 
they were cordially welcomed and conducted through the build- 
ing, the work-shops, and all places of interest, after which, 
they assembled in the chapel-room and witnessed some intensely 
interesting exercises, showing the progress of the pupils and 
the modes of their instruction. The Society then adjourned to 
meet at 7} o'clock P.M., in the Dunlop House. 7 

EVENING SESSION. 

Dr. A. H. Luce, Vice-President, called the Society to order 
at 74 o'clock P.21., 

Dr. James Leighton, of Manchester, Ill., was proposed for 
permanent member by Dr. Prince, and unanimously elected. 

The following resolutions were read by the Secretary and 
adopted by unanimous vote :— 


Resolved, that the members of this Society have been highly 
pleased with their visit to the Illinois Institution for the educa- 
tion of the blind. The proficiency of the pupils in their studies, 
their excellent sanitary condition, and the neatness and order 
exhibited in every department, from the kitchen to the dormi- 
tories, reflect the highest credit on the superintendent, matron, 
and teachers. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered 
to the superintendent and matron, Mr. and Mrs. Rhodes, for 
the kind hospitalities extended to its members. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Society are hereby tendered 
to the Committee of Arrangements, for the excellent accom- 
modations and arrangements for our enjoyment and profit at 
the present meeting. 

Resolved, that our visit to the Hospital for the Insane has , 
been exceedingly pleasant and satisfactory in all respects, and 
that we tender to the accomplished superintendent and his 
assistant our thanks for their kind hospitality. 
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Resolved, that the examination of the institution for the 
education of the deaf and dumb, and the exercises of the pupils, 
has been most gratifying to all of us; and we cordially thank 
the officers and teachers for their kindness, and commend them 
in the prosecution of their arduous and noble work. 

Resolved, that the thanks of the Illinois State Medical 
Society be extended to the 2d Presbyterian Church of Jackson- 
ville, for the use of its church edifice; and that the Secretary 
be instructed to furnish a copy of this resolution to its Board 
of Trustees. 


On motion, Dr. A. McFarland was appointed a delegate to 
represent this Society in the next annual meeting of the New 
Hampshire State Medical Society. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis made a verbal communication to the Society 
on the condition of the blood in malignant typhus, scarlatina, 
variola, and erysipelas, and related several cases of the latter 
disease, in the treatment of which the sulphite of lime was given 
in doses of one drachm every two or three hours with apparent 
benefit. After a brief discussion, Dr. Davis was requested to 
furnish the substance of his remarks for publication in the 
Transactions of the Society. 

At 9 o'clock P.M., the Society adjourned until the first 
Tuesday in May, 1864. 

N. S. DAVIS, Secretary. 


Inurnois State Mepicat Socrety.—We publish, in the 
present number, a full record of the proceedings of the recent 
meeting of the State Medical Society, at Jacksonville. It was 
one of the most pleasant and profitable meetings that have been 
held since the organization of the Society. The communica- 
tions made to the Society were not numerous but well prepared, 
and of much practical value. The topics embraced were dis- 
cussed with more freedom and interest than usual. The visits 
to the several public institutions were gratifying to every mem- 
ber present. Much credit is due to the Committee of Arrange- 
ments for the judicious management of the meeting. 
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EXxpLANATION.—The reader will readily perceive that the 
present number of the Hzaminer is increased in size, and there- 
by made to include both the months of March and April. We 
shall issue another double number in June, and thereby bring 
the future monthly issues to their proper date, where we shall 
endeavor to keep them hereafter. We have several valuable 
papers for the original department of the number for May and 
June. It will also contain a full account of the proceedings of 
- the American Medical Association during its coming session in 
this city. 


CHARACTERISTIC.—The editors of the Chicago Medical Journal, 
Drs. Brainard and Allen, are still doing all they can to dis- 
courage attendance on the meeting of the American Medical 
Association, and misrepresent the action of the Committee of 
Arrangements. All their efforts, however, will be unavailing. 
The meeting will be largely attended, well provided for, and 
equal in interest and importance to any that have preceded it. 


CALOMEL AND TARTAR EMETIC IN THE ARMY. 


We clip the following singular order, recently issued by the 
Surgeon-General of the United States Army, from a daily paper ; 
the editor of which, very pertinently asks, whether, instead of 
excluding two important articles of the Materia Medica, it 
would not have been bettcr to have dismissed those Surgeons 
and Assistant-Surgeons who did not know enough to use the 
remedies judiciously ? 

Surgeon General's Office, 
Wasurnaton, D. C., May 4, 1868. 

1. From the reports of medical inspectors, and the sanitary 
reports to this office, it appears that the administration of calo- 
mel has so frequently been pushed to excess by military sur- 
geons as to call for prompt steps by this office to correct this 
abuse; an abuse the melancholy effects of which, as officially 
reported, have exhibited themselves not only in innumerable 
cases of profuse salivation, but in he not infrequent occurrence 
of mercurial gangrene. ‘ 

It seeming impossible in other manner to properly restrict 


134 
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the use of this powerful agent, it is directed that it be struck 
from the supply-table, and that no further requisions for this 
medicine be approved by medical directors. This is done with 
the more confidence, as modern pathology has proved the im- 
propriety of the use of mercury in very many of those diseases 
in which it was formaly unfailingly administered. 

2. The records of this office having conclusively proved that 
diseases prevalent in the army may be treated as efficiently 
without tartar emetic as therewith, and the fact of its remain- 
ing upon the supply-table being a tacit invitation to its use, tar- 
tar emetic is also struck from the supply-table of the army. 

No doubt can exist that more harm has resulted from the 
misuse of both these agents in the treatment of disease, than 
benefit from their proper administration. 

W. A. Hammonp, Surgeon-General. 


CurE oF Briaut’s Disease By A MILK Diet.—A writer in 
the Bulletin de Therapeutique for March, over the signature of 
F., in an article on this subject, contends that the disorganiza- 
tion of the kidneys known by this name is a secondary affection, 
dependent upon the albuminuria and caused by it. The primi- 
tive disease, he contends, is in the blood itself, and consists in a 
modification of the qualities of the albumen of the serum, at 
present not understood, by which it passes through the pores of 
the vessels. Some plausibility would seem to be given to this 
theory by the known efficacy of astringents, such as the salts of 
iron, tannin, &c., in many cases. . The writer argues that if the 
condition of the blood can be changed the disease of the kidneys 
will be cured. To effect this he strongly recommends a milk 
diet. From the article, which is too long for us to give entire, 
we translate the following extract : 

We know that the use of milk as an exclusive diet is a very 
old remedy for dropsy, whatever may be its cause. Horstius, 
Hilden, Bontius, Mauriceau, &c., have successively vaunted the 
efficacy of this treatment, which, like so many other good things 
in popular use, was neglected until 1831, when M. Chrestien, of 
Montpellier, brought this remedy to honored notice, and proved 
that it would be often successful when all other means failed.— 
M. Serres, d’Alais, Claudot, Ossieur, Dieudonne, &c., have 
since arrived at conclusions entirely confirmatory of those re- 
ported by Chrestien, and the Bulletin de Therapeutique has not 
failed to report with all fidelity all the facts which have been 
. brought forward in favor of this remedy. The articles referred 
to regarded ascites or anasarca only in a general manner, and 
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as a condition, independently of the cause which produced it; 
and although we must admit that in these results the dropsy of 
albuminuria may claim a certain number of cases, it had never 
been studied in a special manner with reference to a milk diet, 
up to the time of the very remarkable article of M. Guignier, 
Member of the Faculty of Montpellier, published in the Bulletin 
de Therapeutique, vol. liii., p. 337, and that published by M. 
Artigues in the Jour. de Med. et Chirurgie Militaria. M. 
Guignier applied himself with commendable assiduity to the 
specification of the cases in which the method of Chrestian was 
indicated or the reverse. He believed it useful when there ex- 
ists a condition of plethora, hurtful, on the contrary, when the 
dropsies are of a passive character, as the patients are too de- 
bilitated for it. It would be difficult for us to judge of the value 
of these distinctions and the possibility of defining them in the 
greater number of cases; and we can very readily believe that if 
the dropsies of plethora are best adapted to a milk diet, it is 
only because they are attacked at an earlier stage, and that the 
constitution of the patient offers then more resources. M. 
Guignier furthermore does not give the first place to the method 
of Chrestien, but to that of M. Serres, d’Alais, based as we 
know on the combination of these three methods: 1st, the di- 
minution of the amount of fluid drank ; 2d, a milk diet; 3d, 
the use of raw onions. He lays down his treatment as follows : 
to chose the milk with special care as regards its freshness and 
quality, to change it for a supply from another source when the 
first fails to agree with the patient; to allow it to be taken ad 
libitum (this practice differs from that of M, Serres); to com- 
bine chalk or magnesia with it when it excites acidity; to give 
up this treatment at the end of twenty days when it fails to 
produce a marked improvement. M. Guignier, without attach- 
ing much importance to the use of raw onions, nevertheless 
thinks that their diuretic property is useful, and that when the 
stomach tolerates them they should make a part of this milk 
regimen. 

The facts offered by M. Guignier were of much weight in 
favor of a milk diet, and while accepting them with some re- 
serve, in view of the possibility when once the dropsy is absorb- 
ed of seeing the albuminuria which produced it still remain, yet 
the impression could not be resisted that milk affords a means 
of treatment of the greatest value in albuminuria. The obser- 
vations published by M. Artigues, physician-in-chief of the army, 
furnish evidence even more decisive in favor of this regimen.— 
He cites, in fact, two cases of complete recovery, without any 
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return of symptoms for three years, Mr. Serres’s method was 
that followed by M. Artigues without any variation; it is that 
also which ought, in our opinion, to be followed in the treatment 
of Bright’s disease ; it combines, in effect, the advantages of a 
dry and a milk diet. 

Shall we not be able, by this purely dietetic treatment, to 
cure radically these formidable affections? We do not doubt it, 
if the treatment is employed in good season, when the effusion 
is recent and the albuminuria has not existed long enough to 
have produced in the kidneys the organic lesions which are evi- 
dently beyond our resources. But even in this case, where our 
art is reduced to a deplorable helplessness, the following a strict 
regimen, of a dry and vegetable diet, but above all a milk diet, 
will give more favorable results than any medication known as 
yet. We have, therefore, felt it our duty to call attention to 
these means, which, besides, are recommended by their perfect 
harmlessness.— Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 


Deatu or Dr. CHarLes Hooker.—It is with regret that we 
announce the death of the distinguished physician, Dr. Charles 
Hooker, of New Haven, on the 19th of March, at the age of 


64. The deceased had been a supporter of our Journal almost 
from its beginning, and in past years communicated many valu- 
able articles for our pages. From an obituary in the Mew 
Haven Daily Palladium, we make the following extract :— 

‘“Dr. Hooker was horn in Berlin, in this State, a descendent 
of that eminent and gifted man who was the leader of the first 
settlers of Hartford, the Rev. Thomas Hooker. He graduated 
with honor in Yale College, in 1820, in the class of which 
President Woolsey and Dr. Bacon were members. On gradu- 
ating, as he afterwards did from the Medical Institution of the 
College, he began practice in this city, and from that time to 
this he has been known as one of the busiest and most indefati- 
gable men in this community. In 1838 he was appointed to 
the chair of Anatomy and Physiology, and the numerous gradu- 
ates of the Medical School can testify to his great skill and 
energy as a teacher. 

“The character of Dr. Hooker was not a common one. An 
independent thinker, his energy prompted him to press his views 
upon the minds of others, and he therefore made a decided 
impression upon the principles and practice of his brethren in 
the profession. No man ever showed more earnestness and 
 assiduity in his calling, and these were just as manifest in his 
last days, when most men incline to some relaxation of their 
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labors, as they were when the ardor of his youth was upon 
him. Faithful and energetic to the last, he exposed himself 
freely to cold and fatigue, in behalf of some patients in whom 
he felt a deep interest, even after his sickness had fairly begun, 
and so he may be said to have died in the very midst of his 
labors. What we deem to be the grand fact of his professional 
life, standing out prominent before all others, and written in 
deep lines upon the hearts of multitudes in this community, is, 
that he performed his labors for the sick irrespective of reward ; 

for he was just as ready to obey the calls of the poor as those 
of the rich. ‘The genial and ardent social qualities of Dr. 
Hooker added much to his influence, and therefore his useful- 
ness as a physician. We may add to this brief notice the fact 
that he was a member, for we know not how many years, of St. 
Paul’s Church, and none will more deeply feel his loss than the 
pastor and members of that church.”—Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. 


Deatu oF Dr. CHARLES Fisupack.—lIt is with deep and 
sincere sorrow that we announce the death of Dr. Fishback, of 
Indianapolis. We had hoped to receive a full obituary notice 
from some of our Indiana friends, but have been disappointed. 
His death was from a dissecting wound, received, as we under- 
stand, in making a post mortem examination of a puerperal 
fever case, but have no definite particulars. 

The death of Dr. Fishback is a loss to the profession of 
Indiana. He was high-toned is: all his opinions and practice, 
one of the most active and zealous members of the State 
Society, an ardent worker for the elevation, educationally, of 
his profession, and, above and beyond all, a sincere Christian 
gentleman.—Cincinnati Lancet and Observer. 


Oziruary Record —Died, at his country-seat, at Fordham, 
Feb. 14, of pleuro-pneumonia, Geo. P. C Cammon, } M. D., aged 59 
years. Dr. C. held a very high position in the estimation of 
his brethren in New York, and was considered as among the 
most advanced and accurate students of pulmonary and cardiac 
diseases in our country. ‘Though possessed of great wealth, he 
was most punctual and faithful in his attendance at the New 
York Dispensaries to which he was attached. Owing to his 
aversion to publicity, he has published but little, and seldom , 
mingled in professional circles; but he was universally respected, 
and regarded as a bright ornament of the profession.—Medical 
News and Library. 
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RESIGNATION oF Pror. H. H..Cu1tps.—At a meeting of the 
Trustees of the Berkshire Medical College, held last Thursday, 
Hon. Henry H. Childs, the President of the Institution, as well 
as its pao he and father, resigned the Professorship of ‘ Ob- 
stetrics and the Diseases of Women and Children,” which he 
has held so many years. Dr. Childs’ advanced age rendered it 
necessary that he should seek some relief—although a hale and 
hearty old age is his, which we trust will enable him to hold for 
years the Presidency of the College, which he still retains. In 
accepting the resignation the Board adopted unanimously the 
following resolutions : 

Resolved, That the resignation of Dr. Childs requires from 
us more than a passing notice. For nearly forty years he has 
been the active head of the Berkshire Medical College—his 
usefulness having extended to a period almost unprecedented. 
During these years, by his energy, zeal, and enthusiasm, he has 
achieved a wide-spread reputation as a medical man, and by his 
kindness of heart, and courtesy of manner, a no less deserved 
name as a Christian gentleman. He has ever maintained a 
high standard of medical honor, and his pupils must forget or 
ignore his teachings before they could stoop to anything ignoble 
or ungenerous. With a quick appreciation of merit, however 
modest, and ever ready with the kindly word of needed encour- 
agement, his pupils learned to love him, and thousands, through 
the length and breadth of our land, affectionately look back to 
him as a kindly foster-father. 

While we regret the infirmities which compel the retirement 
of our venerable President, as an active instructor, we earnestly 
hope that his interest in the institution, which is so identified 
with his life and name, may not abate, and that he may long be 
spared to speak words of cheer to the new generation of stu- 
dents, and to give the benefit of his advice and counsel to the 
Faculty and Trustees.— Buffalo Medical and Surgical Journal. 





WasuHineton Crry, the National Capital, is undoubtedly in 
the most insanitary condition of any city in the United States. 
The principal sources of uncleanliness are thus given by Dr. 
Henry G. Clark, of the Sanitary Commission, in a letter to the 
military authorities, recommending the adoption of appropriate 
measures :— 

“1st. The accumulation of large numbers of men and animals 
in confined locations. 2d. The accumulations of filth, such as 
vegetable and animal offal, consequent on the above. 3d. The 
entire neglect of cleansing operations in the yards, lanes, and 
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streets of the city, especially the very deficient drainage. 4th. 
The nuisance of a shallow, and neglected, and filthy canal in 
the heart of the city, a receptacle of the sewers, and a place of 
deposit for dead horses, ete. 5th. The marshy and stagnant 
water in many vacant lots, some of them—as in North Capitol 
street—near large hospitals, the want of drainage of which has 
rendered many parts of the city, as that near the President's 
House, malarious spots, producing intermittent and remittent 
fevers, jaundice, etc. 6th. The accumulation of the sick in 
large numbers is a very powerful means, unless proper sanitary 
measures are taken, of intensifying all the ordinary and extra- 
ordinary causes of disease.”’ 

The recommendations of Dr. Clark embrace a rigid system of 
sanitary police, which the nation is interested in seeing en- 
forced.—Medical Times. 





SULPHATE OF MORPHIA ADMINISTERED THROUGH THE EAR.— 
Dr. W. H. Traver, of Providence, R. I., writes as follows : 

Mrs. C., a lady of nervous and excitable temperament was 
awakened from a sound sleep by a severe neuralgic pain in her 
right ear. 

After looking in vain for a vial containing tincture of opium, 
some of which she had used in her ear on a former occasion, she 
found a powder of sulphate of morphia, (one-fourth grain) which 
her husband in compliance with her request put in her ear. 

The pain stopped and she soon became much surprised and 
not a little alarmed to find herself under the influence of the 
drug, which, however, passed off in due time without any incon- 
venince.—Medical and Surgical Reporter. 





How tury Live 1v New Yor«.—The New York Sun says, 
that there are in that city 12,347 tenement houses, containing 
a total population of 401,376 persons—an average of about 33} 
to each house. Of this number—a good sized town of itself— 
22,095 live in cellars, some of them scarcely fit for brutes.— 
The ventilation in about one-third of these houses is bad, and of 
course so far injurious to health. In case of fire, &c., 8546 
houses, containing a population of 253,901 souls are provided 
with good means of escape, while 3801 houses, with a popula- 
tion of 125,280, are deficient in this respect.—Medical and 
Surgical Reporter. 


ELIXIR CALISAYA: FERRATUM. 


N AGREEABLE AROMATIC ELIXIR OF CALISAYA BARK, DE- 
prived of its Tannin and Coloring Matter, and united with Pyrophos- 
hate of Iron—forming an elegant combination of Iron and Cinchona, and 
Free from the disagreeable inky taste, so repulsive in the ordinary preparations 
of Iron and Bark. " 

The Elix. Calis. Fer. will be dispensed in 16 oz. Bottles, at ONE DOLLAR 
each, or in any quantity desired. In no instance will this Preparation be sold 
as a Patent or Proprietory article, but only as prescribed by Physicians, with 
such directions as duey may indicate—the usual Dose being from a teaspoonful 
to a dessert spoonful. 


The Exrxrr CaisAyA may be prescribed with the Protoxide, Citrate, Chlo- 
ride, or other preparations of Iron, as may be preferred, and also with some of 
the Mercurial Salts. 

Prepared by 


E. H. SARGENT, Apothecary, 


Corner of Randolph and State Streets, 
CHICAGO, ILL. 





ges The above-named Preparations will be supplied to Druggists and 
Physicians, in any quantity desired, Iv Bunk, or 1n Pounp Bort ies. 





TOLLE & DEGENHARDT, 


MANUFACTURERS OF 


SURGICAL & DENTAL 


INSTRUMENTS, 
TRUSSES, BANDAGES & CUTLERY, 


130 CLARK STREET, 
P.O. Box 2679. CHICAGO, ILL. 


= or 


Repairing Done at the Shortest Notice. 


GroRGE TOLLE, CHARLES DEGENHARDT. 





